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Enquiries about material for The Roundabout

Please send emails to the email address magazine@roundaboutnews.org.uk.
All material in word or email please. Deadline for Jan edition is 12 December

Data Protection Ruling

We are grateful for material for The Roundabout, which we distribute in our
villages and make available on websites. Please contact us if you have any
concerns about GDPR

Why is it called “The Roundabout”

Well not a lot of people know this but between the parishes of Pilton, North
Wootton and Croscombe there is a hill called The Roundabout. This hill is the
only point with views over all three parishes. Thank you to Liam O’Farrell, a
local Pilton artist - liamofarrell.com - for providing us with our cover image
depicting the hill (Map reference ST 58506 43515)

Welcome to the Community

Welcome to any other newcomers in the villages, please let us know if you’d
like us to include your name and details so we can all say hello

Donations

Thank you to the Pilton Parish Council and the Croscombe Frolics for the kind
donations, your support, along with our advertisers, supports providing a
printed delivery service across the villages.

If you are able to make a donation, no matter how small, towards the running
costs of The Roundabout Magazine, please e-mail us at
magazine@roundaboutnews.org.uk

Roundabout Team
Pilton: Liz Richards, John Broxup and John Dikes (Distribution)

Croscombe: Richard Cronin, Howard Sleap, Libby Morgan and Darryl Morgan
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Welcome to December

We are creeping towards the winter solstice, the shortest day of the year and
into a period where the pace seems only to accelerate in the lead up to the
festive season. To help prepare for the seasonal rush, we took the opportunity
to once again gather tips from the past editions of the magazine and this
month, we wanted to share a charming section titled, “Odds and Ends.
Christmas Extras”.

The compiler, Claudia, offered "a few extra suggestions" for those who were
"getting very tired of canned luncheon meat". Her holiday recommendations
included cutting the canned meat into thick slices, dipping them in a light
batter of flour and milk, and serving them fried on both sides. If that wasn’t
appetizing enough, Claudia suggests a truly memorable main course of Mock
Toad in the Hole, made by incorporating chopped parsley, lightly fried onion,
and diced luncheon meat into the batter. For a "rather unusual and very easy
sweet try", she suggests taking the pulp from baked apples and mixing it with
soft brown sugar, butter, and a spoonful of finely grated cheese, an ingredient
not often found in a pudding. The mixture is served with whipped cream and
glacé cherries. This is a recipe that may need to be trialled before serving to
guests or simply stick with the traditional pairing of cheese and apple on a
ploughman’s lunch board. Alternatively, perhaps we have unearthed recipes
to be revived, or provided some memories of family favourites served at
gatherings during this time of year.

While our first full year isn't technically until next year, reaching the end of the
calendar year certainly feels like a significant milestone for The Roundabout
Team. We made it! As we draw to a close for a much-needed rest, we look
forward to coming back in the New Year, ready to continue supporting the
community through news, showcasing events, and sharing spaces where
people come together. We are always open to fresh ideas and would love to
hear from you if there’s something you’d like to see, or a quirky column idea.

Wishing all our wonderful villagers a peaceful and restorative festive season,
and a very Merry Christmas. We can’t wait to hear what you all had to eat!

Liz Richards



PILTON

What’s On in Pilton — December

7th | 9.30- Christmas Market Tithe Barn
3.30pm
8th | 7.30pm Pilton Village History Group Village Hall
10th | 2.15pm Happy Circle — Christmas Lunch Village Hall
What’s On in Pilton — January
10th | 10.30am | Writers Retreat BA4 4PD
24th Annual Tree Grafting Course Gabriels Orchard

Pilton has an abundance of groups, associations and energy. A sample of what
is on offer is listed below and should anyone else have any ventures that are
not included please let us know.

Village Groups

Allotment Association

ASBO (maintaining footpaths and bridleways)

Bridge

Food Bank
Gabriels Orchard
Happy Circle
Judo

Pilton Community Speedwatch
Pilton Players
Pilton Show
Pilton Walks

Tai Chi

Village Voices
Ukulele

Art Group

Bell Ringers

Dance

Football

Hand Bells

History Group
Pilates

Pilton Craft Group
Pilton Playing Fields
Pilton Village Hall Trust
Table Tennis

Tithe Barn

Writers Group

Yoga



Pilton Christmas Market
Held in the Tithe Barn. Something for Everyone Cheeky Bean providing food
and drinks. Sunday 7th December - 9.30-3.30
Free parking. Free entry. BA4 4EE

Farewell from the Blyth Family and Good Wishes for

Christmas

For 47 years the beautiful village of Pilton and within it Barrow Cottage have
been the cherished home of the Blyths, who following Vernon's death earlier
this year have moved recently to make another lovely new home together and
open a new chapter in their lives. Dorothy, Caroline and Adrian would like to
remember all our long-established and special family friends in the village,
many of whom have been in Pilton long before the arrival of our family, and
known to us over decades - whether through Pilton Church, the Methodist
Church, Pilton Players, the History Group, stewarding on Pilton Day, or
delivering the Roundabout magazine in its previous incarnation as the Link -
who have supported us in a myriad of quiet ways throughout the funeral, over
this most harrowing of years, and during the move itself. We also remember
with affection our deep friendships across the Benefice of which Pilton is a
part, especially in Croscombe, as well as the connections established in and
across the wider Diocese of Bath & Wells. New Year's Day will always be a
poignant time for us as we give thanks for Vernon's life -- he would have been
89 this year -- but also for the close friendships forged in the village and in
Somerset over the best part of fifty years. We take with us on our journey one
of Joe's trees to plant in memory of Vernon, and some Gabriel's Orchard Apple
Juice to raise a glass together at Christmas. Thank you Barrow Cottage and
thank you Pilton.

Happy Circle
Happy Circle welcome the over 55s, both men and women, at the Pilton Village
Hall on the third Wednesday of each month to make new friends and share life
experiences. Some future dates for your diaries:

1 December 10th Christmas lunch.
Please come along and support us everyone. We always at the Village Hall,
starting at 2:15pm. It’s great fun and currently our annual fee is only
£12. £1:50 for each meeting or £2 if you’d like to visit. Any questions please
contact Freda Boyce - fabfreda@btinternet.com
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Candace Bahouth Exhibition - Luminous
Candace Bahouth is having an exhibition. Luminous at No 1 Bruton, High
Street, BA4 OAB. November 9 to Christmas Eve. 01749 813030

Pilton Village History Group

Our Christmas meeting will be on Monday, Dec 8th at
7.30pm, in Pilton Village Hall. Do come and join us for a
sociable evening, with what promises to be a fascinating
talk by our resident author and observer of village life,
John Fletcher. This will be followed by festive refreshments!
Members free, Visitors £4

“My 55 Years in Pilton, and how it has changed”

John Fletcher moved to Pilton in 1971, and has been observing it ever since,
sometimes with enjoyment, sometimes with alarm. His talk will cover briefly
its Medieval and Reformation history, then the development of its wool and
weaving industries, including how the population adapted to them, the way
the trade influenced social and housing patterns, setting down the blueprint
for the present village map, and the life and the culture of Pilton.

From Victorian times onwards, he will look at the economy, the culture and
the characters of the place. Following on, in modern times, since John has been
living in Pilton, he will look at how it has changed from a working village to a
residential suburb. He will also tell us about the people he has known over the
years he has been here, and enlighten us on his thoughts on what the future
holds for Pilton?

Visit our amazing website - www.piltonhistory.org.uk

With thanks to National Lottery players
Pilton Village History Group

01749 890357

07799 530666
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Gabriel’s Community Orchard Pilton

After a bumper 2025 apple crop, and a very successful picking, juicing and
bottling season. Gabriel’s Orchard turns to planning our 2026 programme As
well as our monthly working party on the first Thursday of every month we
will be holding a pruning course on Saturday January 24", and then on
Saturday March 14" we will be holding our annual grafting course when you
will learn to graft an apple tree under the expert guidance of Les Davies
formerly the Showering’s Apple Officer. You will leave the course with an
apple tree that you yourself have grafted. A range of grafting material will be
available cookers, eaters and cider apples. Thanks to the generosity of the
Alan Powell trust there is only a small nominal fee for both courses. If you
had a favourite tree at home that you would like to graft from then grafting
material should be collected in January when the tree is fully dormant. We
can help you collect appropriate grafting material. To book your places
contact Joe King details below. The courses are very popular so don’t delay.
Joe King 01749 890357.

Mulberry Cottage, Bread Street, Pilton, Somerset BA4 4BQ

Pilton Parish Council - Housing Needs Survey.

The Parish Council are carrying out a Housing
Needs Survey. The survey closes on the 7%
December. We are planning for the future of
the Parish and we are asking for your views.

We are trying to understand the requirements
for housing; to rent, buy, or build, within the
parish. All responses are totally confidential.

If you’'d prefer a printed copy please call 07592945085 and we can arrange
collection/delivery. The survey is for current residents and people who would
like to move back to the parish. All responses must be back with us by 7"
December.



Defacement of Property

Pilton Parish Council is appalled by the defacement of someone’s home by
daubing it with graffiti. The police have been informed.

The Parish Council stands solidly with the parishioners whose property was
defaced.

The incident will be considered at the December Parish Council meeting, to
review salient information available at the time of that meeting. Council has a
duty to consider the impact of their decisions on reducing crime and disorder
and will debate every step available to them to ensure the safety of
parishioners and the non-recurrence of such a heinous act.

The council is very concerned to learn of any destructive incidents that occur
in the parish. If you have been a recent victim please let the Parish Council
know.

Councillor Vacancy

A vacancy for a Councillor on Pilton Parish Council has arisen. Electors are
invited, if they so wish to call an election - details can be found in the official
notice below.

If an election is called by 10 electors by December 2nd 2025, Somerset Council
will make arrangements for the election process.

If an election is not called, a Councillor will be co-opted by the Parish Council
at the Full Council of 3rd December 2025. Members of the public are invited
to inform the Chair and Clerk if they are interested in Co-option to the Parish
Council.

Vacancy for a Councillor

Due to the resignation of Tom Hollings, there is a vacancy for a Parish
Councillor. If, within 14 days* after the date of this notice, (2nd December
2025), a request for an election to fill the said vacancy is made in writing to the
Chief Executive, Electoral Services, Somerset Council, County Hall, Taunton,
TA1 4DY by TEN electors for the Parish, an election will be held to fill the said
vacancy, otherwise the vacancy will be filled by the Parish Council by co-option.
* In computing any period of time for this purpose, a Saturday, Sunday, day of
the Christmas break, of the Easter break or of a bank holiday or day appointed
for public thanksgiving or mourning must be disregarded.

Gill Pettitt 12 November 2025 Parish Clerk



The Pilton Craft Group

The Pilton Craft Group would like to thank all
those who made poppies for our Lest We Forget
project. We hope you have now seen the final
cascade and feel as pleased with it as we are. In
early March 2025 we calculated that we would
need about one thousand poppies and realized
that it would be tricky for our small group to
make all of these in the eight months we had to
complete it. With the help that so many of you
gave us, we managed to make and sew on
1,100. Thank you.

If you would like to join us at the New Room
Coffee Shop on Mondays 2.00 - 4.00, please
know that you would be made very welcome. We share ideas and skills, sew,
knit , craft and chat, not forgetting the vital tea, coffee and biscuit break.

January Writers Retreat

Writers Retreat Day organised by The Write Assistant. Unlock your potential
with a Writers Retreat. New year, new skills!

With guided exercises and freeflow writing, get back to nature, channel your
thoughts and get the creative mill grinding. Venue Postcode BA44PD, on the
10th  January 2026. Please contact Nicola on 07955744331
or thewriteassistant.co.uk for more details and the sign up form!

Pilton Coffee Shop

Pilton coffee shop is situated in Top Street, adjoining the Methodist church and
is open Mon-Sat 10.00-12.30. The views are fantastic and the interior bright
and airy. We offer a selection of cakes; bacon rolls and cheese toasties with a
choice of teas and coffees. All profits made by the cafe are given to charities
chosen by the volunteers and we also sell handmade accessories, so always
check us out for your present shopping.


http://thewriteassistant.co.uk/

The Crown Pilton

Opening Hours Food

Monday Closed

Tuesday 4pm —10pm

Wednesday 12 -11pm Fish and Chips 4 —8pm
Eat in or takeaway

Thurs Burger Night. Two Burgers + Two
Drink for £35

Thurs — Sat 12 -11pm Lunch 12 -2.30pm
Dinner 5.30-9pm

Sunday 12 - 9pm Roast Lunch 12 —4pm

Christmas Opening Hours
Closed Dec 25th and 26th
Open every other day from 22nd — 31st December

Events at The Crown

Rowena Draper Art Exhibition Begins Dec1

Quiz Night Dec 3 7pm
Pound for Sound Dec 5 6pm

Folk Night Dec 10 8pm
Pound for Sound Dec 12 6pm
Pilton Pop Quiz Dec 17 7pm
Christmas Carols in the Bar Dec 19 6pm

Sea Shanty Singing in the Bar Dec 22 7pm

New Years Eve Party Dec 31 Until 2am

- Music in the bar, food in the restaurant, board games upstairs

Christmas Bookings: Christmas Party Bookings Now Open!
Celebrate the festive season with us from 28th November — 24th December
(Thursdays — Sundays only). Book Now: 01749 890 300 or 07969 113 940
Friday Night Party — Book on Fridays and DJs will also be included in your
booking. These nights will fill up quickly, so book early.
1  Group size: 4-65 people
Christmas Lunch: bookings between 12—2pm
Christmas Dinner: bookings between 5:30-7:30pm
9 You’ll have your table for the whole service (approx. 3 hours)
Christmas Menu’s available on thecrownpilton.com/christmas-enquiry/



The Pilton Stage and Village Hall

It’s now exactly one year since The Pilton Stage took over the management of
the Village Hall. As one might expect we faced many initial trials and
tribulations after taking over the reins in December 2024 but these have all
been overcome and we can now look forward a very bright future.

Twelve months ago we began by honouring all previously booked meetings
and events and in February we began to take new bookings.

As many will be aware there have been a number of changes. Among the
obvious have been the change of brewery, the vastly extended opening hours,
additional food nights and the internal decor! All of which have been met with
a high degree of approval.

The re introduction of Sunday lunch and the addition of Thai food on Thursdays
and Fridays have been very successful and we now accommodate thirteen
regular independent groups, clubs and activities each week.

None of the above would have been possible without the unrelenting support
of the People of Pilton. Therefore we’d like to take this opportunity to sincerely
thank everyone who has supported the Pilton Stage in 2025. Thank you for
being there for us. We are here for you.

As we near Christmas, here are few things to look out for...

Friday 12th December ACOUSTIC NIGHT with ‘YOU, ME & HIM’, ‘'SAM EVANS’
& ‘JAMES & PAUL’ Free event. Starts at 8pm in the Outside Inn.

Saturday 20th December ‘CHILDRENS WORLD' & “BIG FAM’ FAMILY
CHRISTMAS RAVE’ 2.00pm to 4.00pm
Parents & Guardians must be accompanied by a responsible child!

The Pilton Stage ‘ALTERNATIVE REGGAE CHRISTMAS’ WAH GAWAAN PILTON?
with lashings and lashings of our new cocktails ‘Pilton Pussy’ & ‘Pilton Pink Eye’.
One Love! (Check Website for details).

We will remain open throughout Christmas with special events planned for
Boxing Day. For further information, events, dates & times please see our
website thepiltonstage.com and our Facebook page @thepiltonpage (and
@thepiltonstage).

Thank you again to everyone who has supported us throughout 2025!
We wish you all a very happy and restful Christmas. Take care and see you soon


http://thepiltonstage.com/

December Quote — Winston Churchill
“Christmas is a season not only of rejoicing but of reflection."

December Poem — Reindeer Gossip by Mark Bird
Hey Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen
Comet, Cupid, Donner, Blitzen

My Christmas sleigh’s in need of fixing
It seems my bum no longer fits in

I know I’'ve not been exercising
Jumping stars to keep my thighs thin

But jogging round the North Pole’s tiring
Push ups are so uninspiring

And why aren’t sprouts more appetising
Why are doughnuts tantalising

And every cabbage leaf I'd savour
If they came in chocolate flavour

So anyway, | am imploring
I might need help to get us soaring

He says the same thing every year
Dasher whispers to the deer

| know sighs Dancer, Prancer, Vixen
And every year who does the fixing?

It’s true moans Blitzen, Comet, Donner
I know to fly him is an honour

But who spends all their year in training?
It should be all of us complaining!

So what says Cupid, saddened clearly
Remember that we love him deerly

All eight agreed to stop their moaning
Down the gym did weights and toning

They treadmill sped, their hooves unquiet
To compensate for Santa’s diet.



Update from Tessa Munt, MP for Pilton, Croscombe and

North Wootton
"= When my team did a count, | was delighted to find I'd held
well over 100 ‘surgeries’ since the election last year. | love
using local pubs - just like The Stage and The Crown - the
‘buzz’ means our conversations are private, in a welcoming
venue.
© Last month, | spoke in Parliamentary debates on several
subjects — from Sudan to Business Rates, the ‘Duty of
Candour’ in the new ‘Hillsborough Law’ to the Infected
Blood scandal, and prison sentences to Powers of Attorney.

I've also criss-crossed the constituency harvesting organic walnuts (!), visiting
schools and businesses, attending meetings, events, and speaking with many
of you.

October marked Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and | attended the
Macmillan Coffee Morning in Parliament and the Breast Cancer Now’s ‘Wear
It Pink!” event. It's good that progress has been made, awareness raised, and |
know the Prostate Cancer UK campaigns are equally important annual events
in Parliament too.

Last month, | was honoured to join the families of those who died on board a
Chinook helicopter which crashed in the Mull of Kintyre in June 1994,
delivering a petition with over 51,500 signatures to 10 Downing Street. 31
years after this tragedy, the families, one of whom is local, still have no idea
what happened. They’re calling on the Defence Secretary to meet them,
release the documents — which have been locked away for 100 years by the
Ministry of Defence — and tell the truth about what happened that distressing
day. Ministers have said they’re willing to talk to my colleagues and me, and
I'll work flat out to make progress and bring justice to the families involved.

November is a more sombre month, with remembrance at its core. Our
communities honour those who lost their lives, particularly in the Great and
Second World Wars. Every year | wear both a red and a white poppy. The red
poppy reminds us “never forget” the loss of British military personnel and the
allied forces who died alongside them. The white ‘peace’ poppy pleads “never
again”“. We remember everyone who died, those physically and mentally



injured, made homeless or stateless by war. Civilians are victims of war too, as
news broadcasts constantly remind us.

If you have something you would like to bring to my attention, please get in
touch or visit me at one of my ‘surgeries’. I've listed the most local dates below,
but if you call or email me, you’ll receive the full list.

To keep updated on my work as your MP, | can also be found on Facebook and
Instagram.

Saturday 6th December from 08:30 to 10:00 at Coffee#1, Wells

Saturday 13th December from 11:00 to 12:00 at The Hive Craft Café, Shepton
Mallet

No appointment is necessary - it’s first come, first served. If you can’t come to
meet me, I'll come to see you.

May | wish you a merry Christmas and a peaceful and happy New Year!
Thank you. Tessa

You can contact me: Call: 01934 440639 (answerphone outside office hours)
Email: tessa.munt.mp@parliament.uk Post: Tessa Munt Freepost (you won't
need a stamp!)

You can also contact your Somerset Councillors for Pilton:

ClIr Claire Sully 07970 009557 claire.sully@somerset.gov.uk

Clir Rob Reed 07974 399280 rob.reed@somerset.gov.uk

Your Somerset Councillors for Croscombe:
Cllr Martin Lovell 07506 562433 martin.lovell@somerset.gov.uk
Clir Bente Height 07876 414207 bente.height@somerset.gov.uk

Your Somerset Councillors for North Wootton:
Cllr Heather Shearer 07918 760789 heather.shearer@somerset.gov.uk
Cllr Ros Wyke 07881 502409 ros.wyke@somerset.gov.uk
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Welcome to
Pilton Post Office

For all your postal services, We'
. = €re open
every day banking, every day
and much more 8am-8pm-

@

*Services include paying in cash and cheques and withdrawing cash, for both Personal and Business accounts.
Selected banks only, restrictions apply to certain services, please ask staff for details. Your bank may choose to offer some or all services through Post Office.
**Selected Post Office services are available from Co-op retail counters when the main Post Office counters are closed and only available every day 8am-8pm.

o p postoffice.co.uk
o




Conduit Square
Pilton, Somerset BA4 4EA

01749 890300
www.thecrownpilton.com
info@thecrownpilton.com
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o Tai Chai for
Health

Tuesday 9.30-10.30
All abilities welcome
Pavilion, Pilton Playing Fields
£8 per person
Contact Ruth Pratt for details

07712 063541

RW Gardening Services
Garden maintenance and horticultural
tasks such as plant propagation, specialist
pruning, composting and
soil improvement.

Fully Insured, Qualified & experienced
Member of The Gardeners Guild
Rachel Whittaker
07561 359178
RWGardeningServices@protonmail.com
www.rachelsgardeningservices.co.uk

SOLE FUNCTION
PODIATRY

& BIOMECHANICS

Simon Crutchley BSc (Hons)
Podiatry, HCPC state registered
Practicing in all aspects of foot,
ankle and leg pain. If you are
suffering pain in your legs and
feet when you walk then | can help.

Mobile service & clinic appointments | diagnostic
ultrasound service and provide injection therapy
For a friendly and professional practitioner.
Please contact me on: 07915 659434

Email: solefunctionpodiatry@gmail.com

For all your Gardening,
Mowing and Hedging needs

Call Harvey on:
01749 890417
07736879561

PAPER TIGER PRINT

Great quality at amazing
low prices!

Greeting cards Flvers
Business cards Leatlets
Booklets Posters
Ask for a quote for all
your print needs
papertigerprinting(@hotmail.co.uk

01749 707907




HANDYMAN
IN WELLS

Shepton Mallet, Street,
Glastonbury, Cheddar, etc

Carpenter / Handyman

01749 67 67 32
0743 746 2137

Email: handymaninwells(@btinternet.com
Visit: www. handymaninwells.weebly.com

THE CROSS

AT CROSCOMBE
BED & BREARFAST

+ 5 en-suite bedrooms
+ 2 family rooms
+ Private parties & functions

Call Terri on 01749 343352
WwWw.cross-croscombe.co.uk

The Cross, Long Street, Croscombe

DP Heating (shepton Mallet) Ltd

Established 1968

Central Heating installations
Qil, Gas and Solid Fuel
Boiler changes
Bathroom installations
Gas Safe Register no 727

Tel: 01749 890171

Mob: 07738 818 133
robertson.hartley4@btinternet.com

A TRUCKLOAD Of L.OGS
QD PR

a
ORI XX

LARGE BAGS OF KINDUNG
ALSO AVAILABLE

. 0776 4575997
' 01742 343392

YOGA

Yoga, chair Yoga, Kum
Nye, children's Yoga.

\J:/ ,.5 Classes in Pilton, West
- “'J’ " Pennard, Glastonbury,
& Evercreech and online.
A Adele Robertson
p rJ “~~. BWY teacher
27N\ www.adeleyoga.co.uk

robertsonyoga@aol.co.uk

- _ ST o
T R f
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Everything you need 2
for the perfect event m

-under one roof. ADAMS MARQUEES

Find out more at adamsmarquees.co.uk

or call James on 07771 718294




db Carpentry

Carpentry & Property
Maintenance

Call Dan Burnett

Mobile: 07947 461518

dbcarpentryis@gmail.com

A-Tanks

Suopliersand Installers of all
underground tanks and drainage
Products
Septic tanks, Pumping Station
Sewage treatment plants
Cesspools, Rainwater recycling units
Discharge consents obtained
Tel: 07906991770
donb@atanks.co.ukwww.a-tanks.co.uk

K. RICE
ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS

T: 01749 838852
M: 07882 379255

N
DOMESTIC
INSTALLER &J

Fully insured

RELAXED BED & BREAKFAST
in the centre of Croscombe

Mrs. Val McRobbie — Tel. 01749 343502
e-mail: paradisehouse@talktalk.net

PARADISE HOUSE, LONG STREET,
CROSCOMBE, WELLS BA5 3QH
www.bandbnearwells.co.uk

Andrew Payne
4 St Andrews Mews, Wells, BA5 2LB

Painter &
Decorator

Advanced city & guilds qualifications

Tel: 01749 677969 only after 6.30pm

Mobile: 07971525632
Establisned 1986
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CARPENTMTING « DECORATING - TILING

MAINTENANCE - RENOVATIONS - CHERRY PICKER HIRE
/ (TEL) 07703976707

éi- ' “v (E-MAIL) info@ch-maintenance.net
@@= (WEB) wwwi.ch-maintenance.net

Quality work at
sensible prices

Any job
Big or small

FELLING & DISMANTLING
PROFESSIONAL PRUNING
FRUIT TREES
HEDGE CUTTING
STUMP GRINDING
SITE CLEARANCE
Public liability insurance certificate
provided on request
NOEL RADFORD
TREE SURGEON
N.C.HORT (ARB)

9. BURROWFIELD SQUARE, BRUTON, SOMER

01749 81121’[51]

Lloyd Fleming

PLUMBING & HEATING Ltd
1 Long Acre, Shepton Mallet, BA4 4DE

Oil boiler and range cookers service
and breakdowns.

Oil, natural gas and LPG installations.

Ground and air source heat pumps.

Mob: 07984 209236

HandyMatt
X

Property maintenance, repairs and improvements
including plumbing and electrical works

Pilton based, covering Shepton, Glastonbury, Wells
and in between

Friendly, reliable service at competitive rates

Call Matthew Knight for a quote on

890683
Company No: 6769465 07753 265879
VAT No: 827074034 07931509104
. Brown Cow Mark Billing
_ Organics Hut || Landscaping &
rowh IS now open
[B%gv\i Mon - Sat 10am-5pm. Groundworks
Jobs Undertaken:

A selection of organic yoghurt
produced on our farm.
www.browncoworganics.co.uk

01749 890298

Landscaping, Fencing
Paving, Stone & Brickwork

07773309769

markyblunt@gmail.com




People Trust us with their
Funeral Arrangements

So Can You

Google

Customer Reviews




Harris Stephens Design

Traditional Upholstery and Soft Furnishings

All types of upholstery and loose covers.
Curtains, blinds, pelmets, headboards, footstools
and ottomans

01749 939963 or 07717496804
harrisstephensdesign.co.uk

Confidence -.v.:m\iwCribcaltaning

Compassion Character Community

A Iong,-cshab[ishcd vi“agc Prc-school
oﬁ:cn'ngfun and insPiring P|ay-bascc] lcaming
and education for children agccl 2-4 years

Our Ofsted Outstanding setting offers a range
of dailg activities inc|uding Yoga,
Forest School, coolu'ng and sPorts

We acccPt all forms of government funcling

tax-free childcare and cmp[oycr childcare vouchers

OpcningtimCS:
Monday to Fn'day 8:45am ~ ‘I-Pm,

term time on|3

Methodist Chapel Rooms, Top Street, Pilton, BA4 4DU

Telephone: 01749 899147
Email: i
Website: www.piltonpreschool.co.uk

ofstag

Outstanding

Provider
Registered Charity: 1028845

DBS Checked I

CJ Window Cleaning

Traditional Window Cleaning Services

Window cleaning
Gutter clearing
Fascias and soffit cleaning

Conservatories &
conservatory roofs.

Domestic and commercial

. | Chris
Jackson

w020 @

ook.com/cjacksoni31l

owsl@gmail.com

107876 235 490




The Bush Day Nursery
Pilton

i Small quality nursery in beautiful country farmhouse
Exceptional personal care with high ratio of dedicated statt
Superb outdoor area, forest school, pets and ponies
Unique bespoke care

Grants/ Vouchers accepted.
Open 8am to 6pm 48 weeks of the year
For further details, or to visit please ring

Vivien Goode NNEB on (01749) 890327

The Geovrge Inw

Tel. 01749 342306 Mob: 07892 699297

Enjoy the friendly atmosphere and a warm welcome at the
award winning George Inn.
Superb fresh food, take-away, en-suite accommodation,
real ales and wines, restaurant and beer garden, family room
Functions, outside bars.
Good Pub Guide 2024 Good Beer Guide 2024
Peter and Veryan Graham www.thegeorgeinn.co.uk
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ANGEL-OH!

AMAZING MASSAGE & BEAUTY TREATMENTS :“»3':“;:«"”“‘
AVAILABLE IN PILTON VILLAGE =

[reatments include but are not limited to: an exclusive blend of deep tissue,
holistic, remedial massage tailored to suit your individual needs, anti-aging,

hydrating and cleansing facials, body and intimate ladies hot and warm waxing, ~ ne\ﬁ;“;g\me
UMI Lash Lift, brow and lash tinting, OPI Gelcolor manicures, pedicures, nail art o ‘a'ood
hnd a range of maternity therapies. Pre-natal and labour massage courses and B4R Piohes

Infant massage tutorials are also available.

Appointment only. To book please send a FB message or call/text.

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
WWW.ANGEL-OH.COM  WW.FACEBOOK.COM/ANGELOHSPA  07531-634-198
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BOOKRITE

BOOKKEEPING & ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES LTD

Financial numbers are the heartheat of a company ...

We can help simplify your bookkeeping processes

Timely and accurate accounts are fundamental to keeping on top of your
business. At Bookrite, we can support you by taking away the worries of
bookkeeping, which will free you up to do what you do best—run your business!|

Our services Include:

s Bookkeeping ¢ Pensions & Auto Enrolment
e Payroll s CI5

*  Management Accounts ¢ Farming Accounts

® VAT Returns * Corporation tax

¢ XERO Training ¢ New Business Start Ups

*  Self-Assessment * HMRC Registration

®  Making Tax Digital Ready ® Cloud Document &

Accounting Systems

Our team of dedicated staff offer a wealth of experience and are always on
the end of the phone to answer any of your queries. Feel free to call us for a
free, no-obligation quote, to see how we can help you.

The Old Engine House
Dulcote

Wells
a5 U Xero ADVISOR
01749 321007

accounts@bookrite.co.uk

© .
QuickBooks vree geni S@|

Holiday Let - France

The Dordogne.

Beautiful 16th Century Merchant's
holiday home to let.

Located in a historic French market
town near Bergerac

Entire spacious house has 2 bedrooms
(sleeps 4/5) Available all seasons -
short or longer stays welcome!
Mobile Rysha 07870554447

Cost £90- £110 per night dep. season

Steve Bayley Decorators Ltd
Friendly Local Professional Service
[nterior/Exterior

Call: 07837 863338

e-mail: stevebayleydecoratorsltd@gmail.com

GEORGE MILNE

GARDEN MACHINERY &
VEHICLE ENGINEER

Lawnmowers, Rotavators,
Shears & Gardening Equipment
Repaired, Serviced & Sharpened

Cars Repaired & Serviced
MOT preparation and Welding

07931 341598
01749 890670

S M BRINE LTD
BUILDING CONTRACTOR

New Builds Conversions
Extensions Renovations
Stonework
General Building

NHBC
References available

Tel: 01749 345384

Mobile 07971185133




LAKELAND

FINE LEATHER | AUTHENTIC CLOTHING | SINCE 1955

LAKELANDLEATHER.CO.UK



LODESTONE

Property Sales, Lettings & Advice

OUR PROPERTIES
AREN'T JUST LISTED THEY'RE SEEN.

We promise visibility and we deliver it.

We are always thinking about your property - combining
bespoke sales plans, modern marketing and a personal,
accountable approach to deliver an unrivalled service.

overing Somerset & Dorse f 1OV, D D
el I, PROTECTED
U 49 605088 g s,
ne R
H - - i rightmoveQ
ode oneprope O . I

“ e n‘ \ The Pn;:perly
odestoneprope O D g 7 _\
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Webb & Company

ACCOUNTANTS AND
BUSINESS ADVISERS

One New Street, Wells Somerset BAS 2L A
T: 01749 676604 E: office(@webbco.co.uk

W: www.webbco.co.uk

e Accounts & Tax Returns

Company Accounts

.

Registered Auditors

Trust Tax Returns
¢ Payroll Services
¢ VAT Returns

Free mitial consultation

Perfect Paintwork
Painting and Decorating

Rachael & Gordon Johnson
07891 841083
07494 802291
rachaelejohnson1968@gmail.com

Rowan Cottage,
Church Street, Croscombe

Paul Riley

Finecut Developments Ltd

finecutdevelopments@yahoo.co.uk
07886488302

Carpenter & Joiner. General builder.

All aspects of building work undertaken

roofing, kitchen fitting, extensions, etc.

Experience with icf building techniques
as well as traditional building.

Y+able

A husband and wife team

omp Uters Established in 2005

Offering a friendly, reliable computer and book-keeping service
Our Services Include the sale of computers, laptops, printers and
accessories, troubleshooting, virus removal, repairs, upgrades,
antivirus software, remote support...........
as well as accounting and general office support

Call Daren or Trisha on 01963 441229
daren@stablecomputers.co.uk




Colin Williams

Sorvlgvset N
Mindline osoo13816s2
01823 276 892

in Somerset 2

For Bees Wasps &

0800 138 1692 01823 276 892 Somerset’s 24-hour mental health helpline.
Freephone Local

Hornet problems.

Local & very experienced

07809062455

Here when you need us 24/7 for ANYONE, of ANY AGE at ANY TIME.

¢ _ PILTON’S
COFFEE SHOP

A
- The New Room
Open Monday — Saturday
e# 10.00 S 12-30 (last orders 12.00 miday)

Take away also available
(Next to the Pre-School and Chapel, Top Street, BA4 4DU)

mm—

The Coffee Shop is managed and run entirely by volunteers
with all profits being donated to charities
chosen by the volunteers

TOt‘d] Total Gut Health

060\ Gll[ ﬂa Supporting your health from the inside out

H C allh Discover natural ways to feel your best. Boosting your good gut bacteria and
BWellness promoting a diverse gut microbiome. Offering colonic hydrotherapy, manual
Centre lymphatic drainage massage, and probiotics, dietary and lifestyle advice.
Learn more at: www.totalguthealth.co.uk
At Total Gut Health and Wellness Centre, we believe in treating the whole person, not just the symptoms.
Qur approach to healing is centred around the individual, with a focus on prevention, wellness, and
education.

Phone: 07349 282129 Email: info@totalguthealth.co.uk




FAMILY FURNISHERS SINCE 1930

Haskins has been a family-run business since 1930, offering
the perfect place to find everything you need to furnish your
home. Discover leading brands such as G Plan, Ercol, and
Hypnos in our stunning Shepton Mallet showroom.

With stylish furniture, expert advice, and exceptional value,
everything you need is all under one roof.




Work from home but wish you didn‘t always have to?
Hosting visitors who need space to concentrate?

Distil Coworking

is now open at Kilver Court in Shepton Mallet

Free parking | Fast internet | RHS-affiliated gardens
Café | Meeting room | Podcast room

Hot desks and regular memberships available
Come and see us for a tour or a free trial

distilcoworkingsomerset.co.uk

WILDLIFE HABITATS YOUR STORY
) S -
Owl Boxes (Barn, Tawny and Little owls)
Hedgehog Houses ... Bat Roosting Boxes )
Dormouse Nest Boxes ... Kestrel Nest Boxes\ Mem0|rs. i
Book Editing

Various Songbird Boxes (Tits, Robin, Etc.)

Swift Boxes (Single and Double) De5|gn and Pnnt

Solitary Bee Houses ... Butterfly Nursery Houses P 3
No writing experience needed
Pine Marten Nest Boxes... And More...

Message Jim: 07493 048321 / tortolajim@hotmail.com Man[[y B/aam, Memoéw

Collection from Croscombe
07969 333940 | www.mandybloom.co.uk

\

Free local delivery on orders over £60.00

/

F.R.CARPENTRY & RENOVATIONS LTD

*Kitchens *Roofing *Flooring *Bathrooms *Doors

*Renovations *Building Projects *Landscaping
CONTACT TODAY TO ARRANGE A QUOTE
*Sam 07733 291313 *Joe 07584 287897

\ info@frbuilds.co.uk /




Ads

The Roundabout Magazine is unable to guarantee the proficiency and
qualification of advertisers. We recommend checking the advertiser’s
authentication and certification before employment.

Adverts on the Small Ads page can be changed every month. We charge 50p
per Roundabout line per month.
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Daniel’s garden maintenance. Lawns cut, seeded, turfed. Hedges cut,
garden clearance, Patio-laying, jet-washing, fencing plus fence painting.
Weeding. Call Daniel, 672832 or 07936 583986

Daniel’s property maintenance Roof repairs. Gutters cleaned, repaired and
renewed. Interior and exterior painting and much more. Call Daniel 672832
or 07936 583986

Give your garden a treat. 2-year-old well-rotted horse manure sold by sack
or load. 100% organic. Contact 890582

Piano Tuition Ex music examiner welcomes all ages and grades (incl.
diploma) lessons in Pilton. Call Barbara Murray 07799 383546/890193
Property/ pet sitter available. Long/ short stays. No animal too big or small
(yet :-) ) Call Mel, 07565 760361.

Stonemason, Property repairs, Restorations, Garden and landscapes. 30+
years’ experience. Call Lee or Mandy on 07821302290 for help or advice.
Dave Cox — Handyman and odd jobs service. 07919 584737

Flute, Clarinet and Saxophone Lessons. For further information please
phone 890193 or 07769 900842.

Key Whizz Auto Locksmith Need spare or new car or van keys? locked out
of your vehicle? Then please give us a call on 07918459893

Self-catering log cabin Studio available for short or long term Lets in
Croscombe. Contact 07471100757

Castle Cary Guitar Lessons www.johncalcott.com

House cleaner: I'm looking for cleaning home and window cleaning and
gardening work. For more detail ring me on 07867398535


http://www.johncalcott.com/

CROSCOMBE

What’s On in Croscombe — December

6th | 7pm Festive Ceilidh Village Hall

8th | 7pm for | Croscombe OAP’s Christmas Dinner Village Hall
7.30pm

11th | 12.30 Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch Village Hall
for 1pm

12th | 10am Brass Cleaning St. Mary’s

16th | 7pm Parish Council Meeting Village Hall

21st | 4pm Family Carol Service St. Mary’s

What’s On in Croscombe - January

‘ 20th | 7pm ‘ Parish Council Meeting ‘ Village Hall

Croscombe Village Hall News

There is no coffee morning or film night in December but the coffee mornings
will resume in the new year starting on Saturday 10th January 10 to 12. Details
of film nights to follow.

The 100 club subscription is coming up for renewal in January. Please contact
Kate Egan on croscombevhtreasurer@gmail.com if you would like to re
subscribe. The 100 club is a great way of raising money for the village hall,
thank you to everyone who supports it.

Following the successful grant application for the doors and windows we are
now looking for grants to install solar panels and batteries. One of the
organisations we are applying to is the Clark Foundation. If you, or any member
of your family are currently or in the past have worked for Clarks and would be
happy to provide a quote about the importance of the hall to you and the
village could you please contact me on pauline.drew@hotmail.co.uk. The Clark
Foundation look particularly favourably on communities who have a personal
connection to the company and quotes will really aid our application. Thank
you


mailto:croscombevhtreasurer@gmail.com

Voice of the Villages — Alison Hodges

One evening in 1987 we received a phone call from Sandra Oatley telling us
that there was a bungalow coming up for sale in Croscombe. A few months
later we were fortunate enough to purchase it .....and so the next 38 years
went like this....

Our two girls attended Croscombe School and made some lovely friends. | was
a founder member of FOCS and we raised money for the school and especially
for the redevelopment. Tony joined the local skittle team and enjoyed meeting
up with his friends over a pint!

The village youth club was held in the hall on a Thursday evening and the local
boys and girls enjoyed themselves playing table tennis, board games and
having fun together.

The Whippersnappers was a drama group run by Jo Szymkow and the children
put on plays and sketches. They planted saplings on Griffins Green and now
they are beautiful trees.

Annette Ford and Sue Hares taught the girls lace making in the Church room (
they were very patient). Interesting items were made starting with snakes and
progressing to bookmarks.

| took over the running of the Charter Market from Joan Hind and during that
time we raised over £10,000 for various Charities. Held four times a year, it
was very well supported by the villagers. More funds were needed when the
village hall was extended so we organised dances, auctions, coffee mornings,
afternoon tea at The Ritz etc.

The OAP & Children’s Fund committee are dedicated to the continued tradition
of giving the OAP’s and Children of Croscombe Xmas dinners, outings, fun day
activities and arranging a visit from Father Christmas. The annual Harvest
Auction is always a fun night when Lots vary from jars of tasty, pickled onions
and delicious homemade goodies to wonderful paintings, all generously
donated.

Croscombe, 38 happy years!



Community Cars

Alongside some other Somerset parish councils, Croscombe Parish Council is
exploring the idea of a community car scheme. A community car scheme is a
not-for-profit organisation, usually run by volunteers, that operates a form of
car sharing. Volunteer drivers using their own car and being reimbursed
expenses; provide prearranged journeys to members of the community who
do not have access to suitable transport to travel to essential services such as
health appointments, work, shopping or visiting friends. Several schemes
already operate successfully in Somerset (e.g. Frome). More details can be
found online at
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/community-car-schemes/

At this stage Croscombe's parish council is looking to establish whether
there is a need for such a scheme in Croscombe and whether there are
sufficient parishioners prepared to undertake the volunteer roles:-

9 Drivers

9 Co-ordinators (to assign drivers to passengers)

Management committee members (to manage the scheme)

Do you believe there a need for such a scheme within Croscombe? Would you
be prepared to volunteer and if so, in which of the 3 roles?
Please email your replies to cllr.hargraves@croscombeparishcouncil.co.uk

Postage Stamps - | am still collecting postage stamps - used, unused, U.K.
and foreign for charity (RSPB at present). They can be left at my house - Livadia,
Fayre Way, Croscombe. Charities are always grateful for donations. Many
thanks for those received recently. Janet Dowding

In Memory: Joy Harvey
Joy Harvey, formerly of Mill Mead, Croscombe, died peacefully in her sleep on
22nd October. Her funeral will be held at St Peter's Church, North Wootton at
1 pm on Friday, 5th December.



Croscombe OAP & Children’s Fund

OAP’s CHRISTMAS DINNER which will be held on DECEMBER 8TH in the village
hall 7pm for 7.30pm. All Croscombe OAP’s and their spouses or partners are
welcome so please let us know if you would like to come by phoning Imelda
343788, Sheila 07870266027, or message me via facebook messenger.
Father Christmas has told us that he plans to visit the village during December
so please listen out for him and his helpers. Confirmation of the date will be
posted on facebook !

Senior citizens
Our Christmas lunch this year is to be at the Cross in Croscombe on 11th

December 12.30 for 1pm. If you wish to attend please let me know asap so |
have numbers and choices. Thank you. Lyn Manvill 07780 661 327

Festive Ceilidh — Saturday 6th December

The Dream team invite you to a Festive Ceilidh with The Barefoot Ceilidh Band
Saturday 6th December 7:00 for 7:30pm Croscombe Village Hall BA5 3RA

BAR and RAFFLE TICKETS £20 each includes a posh ploughman’s supper and
mince pies. From Maggie Charlesworth 07892 998532 or Mary Cadogan 01749
572875 or drop in to buy at Bramble Cottage, Poundfold . All proceeds in aid
of Croscombe Village Hall refurbishment fund and the Community Orchard

Parish Council Meeting dates are as follows 16 December 2025, 20
January 2026, 17 February 2026 and 17 March 2026.

St Mary’s, Croscombe — Brass Cleaning

Friday 12 December 10.00 am. The time has come around again to dismantle
the candelabras and give them and the rest of the church brass a good polish
in time for Christmas. Dusters and Brasso provided (and coffee and mince
pies!) — bring your own rubber gloves. Come and join us! Croscombe PCC



St Mary’s, Croscombe - Family Carol Service

Sunday 21 December 4pm. Our annual Family Carol Service is on Sunday 21
December at 4pm. As usual drinks and mince pies will be served after the
service so please stay and enjoy the fare and a chat with friends old and new.
Donations of mince pies would be most gratefully received and can be given
to any member of the PCC. The Church looks at its most beautiful at this time
of year with its Christmas Tree, crib, floral decorations and (once a year only)
candle-lit candelabras. So do come along to sing some favourite carols and
have a glass of festive cheer! A wonderful start to Christmas! Croscombe PCC

Poppy Appeal 2025 — Croscombe, Dinder and Dulcote

A big thank you to the door to door collectors and to Terri at The Cross and
Peter and Veryan at The George for wielding/hosting tins for this year’s appeal.
And, of course, an even bigger thank you to all of you in the villages who gave
so generously. This year we raised £943 house to house, plus £100 direct to
RBL So — a Grand Total of £1043. A wonderful effort!

Jenny Mitchell Local Poppy Appeal Organiser

The George Croscombe

What’s Happening @ The George Croscombe Tel 01749 342306
“Celebrate our Silver Jubilee — family-run for 25 years 2000 - 2025*
Open Mon-Sat 8am - 3pm, 5pm - 11pm

Sundays 8am - 5pm

Food served  8am - 2pm, 5-8pm (not Sunday evenings)

Christmas menu available Dec 1 - Dec 24. View on line

Tues 9 Dec 7:30 pm Folk Session with Nathan Lewis Williams
Sun 21 Dec 2-4 pm Live festive music with Patrick Blooming
Sun 28 Dec 7.30pm Film & TV Quiz with Andy Sully

Wed 31 Dec Curry Night



Croscombe Directory

Welcome to the all-new Croscombe Directory — a handy, easy to read guide to
what’s going on in the village. If your group or event is not listed here and you
would like it included please email Libby Morgan
(libbymorgan65@btinternet.com). Alternatively, if you are included and need
anything added/altered then please also get in touch.

Allotment Association

Looking to grow your own vegetables, meet like-minded people, and enjoy the
outdoors? We have 3m x 9m plots available at our welcoming Croscombe site.
The plots are affordable, there is water on site, with a shared shed and tea
station for a cuppa and a chat. The allotment holders are a friendly,
knowledgeable community who are ready to help and we have seasonal socials
throughout the year. Whether you’re a beginner or an experienced grower,
there’s a warm welcome waiting for you. Get growing with us — we’d love to
have you!

Contact: Bruce Rawlinson 07707529775

Bell Ringers

We practise most Monday evenings at St Mary's, Croscombe from 19:30 to
21:00. There are eight members of the band, but we often have one or two
ringers from Wells and Wookey. We aim to ring for all Sunday services at
Croscombe, and also for any special national events (Coronation, VE Day etc).
Due to the nature of the ancient art of bell ringing, our practices are always a
public performance!

Contact: Helen Brown helenbrown1998@gmail.com Ken Brown
ken98b@gmail.com

Church Flower Arrangers

We are a group of (mainly women, but there is a man who puts in the
occasional appearance) who arrange window and altar flowers, some on a
regular basis, others for the big events, Easter, Harvest Festival, Christmas the
occasional wedding and funeral. We are all volunteers and many use flowers
from their own gardens, but that isn’t a necessity. We would love you to join
us, no experience is necessary, if you can put a bunch of daffodils in a vase they
you would be very, very welcome.

Contact: Louise Tully chateautully@btinternet.com
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Church Key Rota Volunteers

Our beautiful C15th Church, which is an architecturally acknowledged
treasure, (Pevsner described it as "one of the most complete cases of the
survival of Jacobean church furnishings in the county”) is open every day for
visitors who often come specifically to the village to view its significant carving.
Several village volunteers are responsible for the locking of the Church each
evening (the morning opening is covered by one person), it’s usually about two
weeks each year. We lock generally at dusk depending on personal
commitments and if you find you cannot fulfil your week then we swap around
but | am the backstop. If you feel you would like to be added to the list, please
contact me ... many hands make light work.

Contact: Louise Tully chateautully@btinternet.com

Community orchard group

Croscombe Community Orchard is a burgeoning orchard of young trees largely
sponsored by members of the Croscombe community comprising varieties of
apple, pear, cherry and plum. A dedicated group of volunteers manage and
maintain the plot on Thrupe Lane just south of the Croscombe burial ground.
Contact: Louise Tully chateautully@btinternet.com

The Dream Team

We are a group of five local women who organise one or two fundraising
evenings each year. We never do the same event twice so expect the
unexpected and be prepared to join in the fun! Thanks to the generosity of
everyone who supports us we have raised money for local charities such as the
Shepton and Wells food banks and Children’s hospice south west, as well as
for the village playground and Ukraine.

We meet regularly to plot and plan our next fundraiser (possibly over a glass
of wine or two!) and we are always on the lookout for volunteers to help on
the night of the event. Do get in touch if this appeals to you- it’s hard work but
a lot of fun. Contact: Mary Cadogan marylucia.cadogan@gmail.com Hilary Cain
Hilary.cain@gmail.com
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Film Night and Coffee Morning

Regular film night and coffee mornings (usually monthly) are held at the village
hall and these are advertised in the Roundabout and on Facebook

Contact: Pauline Drew pauline.drew@hotmail.co.uk

Frolics/Take Art

We are an Am-dram group who put on a February traditional family panto and
other ad-hoc shows and also host occasional professional theatre and dance
via Take Art. Anyone interested in getting involved on stage, back-stage, front-
of-house, tech etc etc please do get in touch to hear more

Contact: Howard Sleap h.sleap@btinternet.com Richard Cronin
richard.cronin567 @btinternet.com

Fun Day

A day in the village for the village, held in the summer. There’s lots of variety
including a range of market stalls and activities, a bouncy castle, skittle alley,
barbeque, live music — all of it run by volunteers. More volunteers always
welcome and it’s a great way to meet the village if you're new.

Contact: Nick Fowler fowlernjl@sky.com (or contact on Facebook messenger)

OAPs and Children’s Fund

A not-for-profit fundraising group which supports the OAPs and Children in the
village. All funds raised pay for the OAPs Christmas dinner and the annual
summer coach trip to Weymouth. Funds raised for the children include funding
the bouncy castle and barbeque at the Fun Day. Father Christmas is also invited
to visit the village and gifts are provided for the children. Fundraising events
include a harvest auction which is held at the pub.

Contact: Nick Fowler fowlernjl@sky.com (or contact on Facebook messenger)
Imelda North 1ann4848 @gmail.com

The Parish Church of The Blessed Virgin Mary, Croscombe

We are the Parish Church for Croscombe. At the moment we hold Sunday
services at least twice a month - usually the second and fourth Sunday. Details
appear each month on the back page of Roundabout and on our Church Near
You website. Use your internet browser to search for achurchnearyou, then
select A Church Near You, enter your BA5 postcode, choose address option,
click right arrow, select Croscombe: The Blessed Virgin Mary. Our village school
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also holds its services in the church several times each year. St Mary’s is a
Grade 1 listed building and well worth a visit

Play Area Working Group

We are a group of parishioners who are involved in improving and maintaining
the children’s play area. This involves finding out what options are available,
determining what the children would benefit from most, fundraising, arranging
guotations and organising contractors to undertake any new works. If you have
any ideas, fundraising opportunities, or want to be involved in any way then
please get in touch.

Contact: Ben Gudzelak cllr.gudzelak@croscombeparishcouncil.co.uk

Sequence dancing

We meet every week in Croscombe village hall at 8pm to 10pm on a Tuesday.
The cost is £2.50 pp which includes a tea/coffee and biscuits at half time. We
do not actually teach but are only too willing to help anyone who would like to
learn. It is good exercise and a good memory booster. A very social group and
we always welcome new members .

Contact: Lyn Manvill lynmanvill@gmail.com

Tai Chi

Held on Mondays at Croscombe Village Hall between 10.30-11.30. Tai Chi is an
easy exercise available to all. It improves balance and coordination, as well as
relaxes and enhances health and wellbeing. We are a friendly group sharing
some gentle exercise together. The moves may be performed standing or
seated and are suitable for all ages and abilities. We end the lesson with a
cuppa and biscuit for those who can stay a little longer.

Contact: Jan Hodge hodgejan@icloud.com

Suppers at The Cross

The Cross at Croscombe is more than just your local award winning B&B. On a
regular basis it holds suppers and is very lucky to have the talented culinary
wizard Kate Hunter cooking at these events Kate started her catering career
with an apprenticeship at the 3 starred Michelin restaurant, Le Gavroche,
under the tutorship of Albert Roux. Cheffing for luxury yachts and private
resorts in the Caribbean, the Jockey Club in Saratoga, and European Villas
followed. Since settling in Croscombe Kate’s ongoing passion for the culinary
arts has seen her skills much sought after for private lunches, dinners and


mailto:hodgejan@icloud.com

weddings. Kate sources many of her organic ingredients from local markets, by
foraging and by growing her own vegetables. The evenings start off with
complimentary drinks and nibbles followed by a seasonal set 3 course meal
(vegetarian options are available). The Cross dining room is the perfect size to
create a welcoming and warm atmosphere. There is even a covered walled
garden to enjoy your pre dinner drinks and meet your fellow diners. For more
information visit www.info@cross-croscombe.co.uk and if you sign up to my
e-newsletter | will keep you up to date with future supper dates and menus.
There are also opportunities for private functions to be held which can be
tailored for your needs.

Contact: www.info@cross-croscombe.co.uk 01749 343352 Terri

Village email

The purpose is to send out information from the police Neighbourhood Watch
and village organisations including allowing villagers to offer items for sale or
put individual notices out to others. If you would like your email address added
please get in touch.

Contact: Chris Jackson cj1311@gmail.com

Village Hall

Croscombe village hall hosts a wide range of clubs and societies and offers a
venue for weddings and parties. The management committee provide regular
film nights and coffee mornings to support funding for the hall. We welcome
new members joining us on the committee either as trustees or volunte
Contact: Katharine Little. Bookings, Caretaker katharinegarvey@hotmail.com
Pauline Drew Chair

Village Orchestra

We have been encouraging people in Croscombe and surrounding area to
make music together and explore the orchestral repertoire since 1975!
Practices are Every Friday from 7.15 till 9.00pm in Croscombe village hall. We
do two concerts each year, one in January and the other in May. There are also
others by invitation. The orchestra welcomes new players of any age.
Contact: Tony Bevan arbevan@icloud.com

Village Voices from Croscombe
We would love to start a page for Village voices from Croscombe. If you would
like to contribute a short piece about your life in the village then please contact
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mailto:arbevan@icloud.com

Libby Morgan by email on libbymorgan65@btinternet.com. Alternatively, if
you would like to nominate someone whose voice you would like to hear
please drop her an email saying who it is.

West Shepton Short Mat Bowls Club

Short mat bowls is a version of the outdoor game but played indoors on green
mats. It is a very user- friendly and relaxing game and is played by people of
most ages. We meet at Croscombe Village Hall every Thursday from 2 to 4 pm
and from 7 to 9 pm. Membership is £30 per year and we pay £3 to play and
have breaks for free drinks and biscuits at each session. We are a friendly lot
and welcome newcomers. | am the Secretary and can be contacted by email
( patandjerry65@yahoo.com ), mobile ( 0790 161 0369 ) or landline ( 01749
595140 ). Jerry Jeremiah, Secretary.
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NORTH WOOTTON

Village Events:

1

Fri. Dec 5th - Christmas Quiz & fun in the Village Hall - bar open 6,30,
quiz start 7pm.

Sat. Dec 6th - 10am - 12am. Pick your own Mistletoe - Village Green.
Mon. Dec 15th - Christmas gathering in the Village Hall - 6.30pm
onwards - join when you can.

Wed. Dec 31st - New Years Eve Bonfire & Fireworks - Bonfire 7pm,
Fireworks 7.30pm.

Jan/Feb Wassail - details to come

Quiz Night: The 3™ Tuesday of Every Month at the Crossways Hotel, 7pm
start, £2 pp on the night. All Welcome.

I N2adagleéea {LSOAIfT hiSNARy3ay
These are suspended during December due to Christmas parties.

See www.thecrossways.co.uk for details
01749 899000 enquiries@thecrossways.co.uk
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AROUND AND ABOUT

Breathe Music: A Touch of Sax and Sparkle

As winter draws in, Breathe Music brings a candlelit evening of warmth, wit
and wonderful playing to the Tin Tabernacle in Alhampton. Saxophonist
Edward Leaker joins violin, cello and piano for an hour of music that
shimmers between classical elegance, jazz rhythm and festive glow.

Expect moments of lively brilliance and quiet stillness: a programme that
moves from Latin sunshine to Parisian swing, from reflective stillness to joyful
celebration. Presenting in true Salon style — up close, informal and beautifully
lit. Two performances: 5.30pm and 6.30pm

Tickets £23 from https://www.breathe-music.co.uk/concerts

21st Dec 6.30pm “Journey of the Magi” Shepton Mallet
“Journey of the Magi” Professional Dance Theatre Show

Sunday 21st December —6.30pm to 8.30pm at St Paul’s School Hall, Shepton
Mallet.

Journey of the Magi is a professional production incorporating dance,
theatre, song and poetry. It is a family show: accessible for all, fun and
thought provoking, full of warmth, hilarity and delight. It offers a wonderful
opportunity to laugh, reflect and refocus during advent.

“Forget The Nutcracker, Springs Dance Company's Journey of the Magi is the
best Christmas show | have ever seen!" - Sir David Bintley CBE - former
artistic director of Birmingham Royal Ballet

Tickets £5 to £12 via www.ticketsource.com/flock

What’s On in Shepton Mallet

There’s lots going on this Autumn and Winter in Shepton Mallet; from one-
off events to weekly activities, classes, workshops and more.

Every Friday Weekly Friday Market
20th Dec Lantern Festival
Find our more details at www.helloshepton.co.uk
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Mind in Somerset

We are here to make sure anyone with a mental health problem has
somewhere to turn for advice and support. Our core purpose is to provide
services and support to anyone affected by mental illness, improving their
quality of life and wellbeing. Further details in the advertising section of the
Roundabout. You can give Mindline a call 0800 138 1692 or 01823 276 892
Visit: https://www.mindinsomerset.org.uk/

Somerset Sight

We are looking for volunteers across Somerset to work one-to-one with sight
impaired people who live in the area. Our befriending service volunteers visit
regularly to provide companionship and support to people with sight
impairment. We offer full training and support, and pay all reasonable out of
pocket expenses, including mileage. If you would like to know more about
joining our friendly team, please contact us on 01823 333818 or email:
admin@somersetsight.org.uk
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West Pennard Church of England Primary School

In the lead up to half term our Year 6
children had the wonderful
opportunity of visiting Ceders Hall in
Wells for a talk by Sam Sedgman about
his novels and non-fiction books. He
was charismatic, funny and interesting
and had some fantastic stories to tell
the children, especially about his dad’s
job in keeping the time correct on the
village clock.

After the talk, the children had the opportunity to ask questions and to have
their books signed by him. A huge thank you to Sam, and to the Wells Festival
of Literature for facilitating such an amazing opportunity for the children
once again. We look forward to having Tracey Corderoy visit us at West
Pennard in March!

Year 5 concluded the busy term with some lovely art work on shade and
tints, complementing their work on space really well, with the phases of the
moon and consideration for how light travels and the colour spectrum. They
held a really fabulous enterprise afternoon in early November, with some
really creative Guy Fawkes inspired games that they created for others in the
school to enjoy.

- Year 4 got all chocolatey in Science in the lead up to half
.4 term. They carried out their much anticipated chocolate
investigation, linked to their Science topic on states of
matter. They were investigating which chocolate would
melt the quickest and turn from a solid to a liquid. The
children really enjoyed it and learnt an awful lot,
especially in being able to resist temptation!




Year 3 had a great few
days investigating,
designing and making
moving shadow puppets
to tell their stories of
the Owl and the Pussy-
cat. The children designed their puppets using ideas gained from research,
with many including coloured sections, laser cut patterns, moving wings and
Iegs as weII as some pretty complicated mechanisms in their designs.

In Science, Year 2 were looking at
materials and their properties just
before half term. They started by
looking at some pictures of rubbish
: washed up on a beach. Given a box

of rubbish the children were asked how they could group materials in various
ways. They discovered that they could group them by their type or by various
propertles rough/smooth hard/soft, rigid/flexible, and transparent/opaque.

: | A number of our Year 1 children were inspired
< by their learning over the half term about
London, and went to the capital to explore
some of the main sights. One of the class even
managed to see the King and Queen (from a
distance).

Year R have been learning about subitising numbers to five,
composition of numbers to five and order irrelevance of
numbers to five. These skills will give us a deeper
understanding of number and help them with their further
understanding of maths.

Finally, an appeal on behalf of St Nicholas’ Church. Firstly, the church is
looking to reform its choir to add to joyous occasions in church. There would
not be a large commitment involved...perhaps meeting once a month. If you
would be interested in attending and being part of this please speak to Rev’d
Chris Hopkins or make contact with the church. If you do not know who to
speak to, please give us a call at West Pennard School and we can put you in
touch with someone. Secondly, we would like to make the village Christingle
a really festive and well-attended event this year. It is being held on Sunday
21st December at 4pm. Everyone is welcome. Best Wishes Mr Wheat
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BIBLE READINGS

7" December Isaiah 11: 1-10 Matthew 3: 1-12
14" December Isaiah 35: 1-10 Matthew 11: 2-11
21 December Isaiah 7: 10-16 Matthew 1: 18-25
24" December Isaiah 52: 7-10 John 1:1-14
25™ December Isaiah 9: 2-7 Luke 2: 1-20
28" December Isaiah 63: 7-9 Matthew 2: 13-23

CHANGES IN SERVICE PATTERNS

There are some changes in the service patterns at the three Parish Churches
so do make sure that you check first.

When we have a new priest-in-charge they will have seven churches so will not
be able to cover the number of services, especially Communion services, as at
present. There will be services in each church on most Sundays and some will
be lay led. The Churchwardens

DATES FOR COMPLINE ON ZOOM

on the following Sunday evening before Christmas:

7% December. If you would like further details about joining in this simple
evening service, please contact rector.pcnd@gmail.com

PUZZLING QUESTIONS

will meet on December 2™, 9" and 16™ at 2.30pm in The New
Room Coffee Shop at Pilton Methodist Church. We will be
discussing the Women of the Nativity. Everyone is very
welcome to join this informal Discussion Group.

ABOUT PEOPLE

Deaths

We are sad to report the death of Joy Harvey formerly of North Wootton and
Croscombe. Her funeral service is scheduled for Friday 5" December at St
Peter’s Church, North Wootton.

It is with sorrow that we report the death of Helena Bowditch formerly of
North Wootton.

We send our loving sympathy to their families and friends.
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES

St John the Baptist, Pilton

21°* December 5.30pm Handbells and Village Carol Service
At the Methodist Church

24 December — Christmas Eve

8.00pm Christmas Eve Communion

25™ December — Christmas Day

11.00am Christmas Day Service

St Mary the Virgin, Croscombe
21°* December 4.00pm Carol Service

St Peter’s, North Wootton
21°* December 6.30pm Carol Service
24" December 6.30pm Christmas Eve Communion

Please join us to celebrate Christmas at these special services. If you are unable
to come and would like to receive Communion at home, please contact Susan
Green on 890524 or ask any Churchwarden.

ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS,

TIMES OF SERVICES

St Michael’s Church, Shepton Mallet

Christmas Eve

5.30pm Carol Service followed at 6.00pm first Mass of Christmas and
Blessing of the Crib

Christmas Day

9.00am Mass

St Mary’s Church, Glastonbury

Christmas Eve

11.30pm Carol Service followed by Midnight Mass
Christmas Day

11.00am Mass



WEST PENNARD SCHOOL VISIT

NORTH WOOTTON AND PILTON CHURCHES

For CAROLS IN THE COMMUNITY

on Monday 8" December

Children from West Pennard School will be coming to our churches to share
their carols and Christmas songs with us. Everyone is very welcome to enjoy
this celebration at the beginning of this season.

St Peter’s North Wootton at 9.30am

St John the Baptist’s, Pilton at 11.00am

PILTON VILLAGE CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE

Sunday 21st December 5.30pm

at Pilton Methodist Church

As usual there will be a United Village Carol Service at Pilton Methodist Church.
It will begin with seasonal tunes on the Handbells leading into the Carol Service
which starts at 6.00pm. There will be something for all ages, traditional carols
and Bible readings to tell once more the wonderful story of the first Christmas.
After the service there will be seasonal refreshments.

ONLINE SERVICES

A weekly service with hymns and a sermon is available from the Church of
England website.

Please Google: CofE online services,

Click on weekly service. There is no need to sign up.

Scroll down and click on the picture for the service.

DURING THE VACANCY when there is no Rector...

... church life will go on.

For any enquiries you can contact the Churchwardens in your own parish or
the Reader Susan Green (890524). Their contact details are advertised every
month in the magazines. You can also send any emails to
rector.pcnd@gmail.com

These messages will be forwarded to someone to deal with.

Safeguarding Officer for the Parish Churches: Susan Green (890524) or an
email would be forwarded from rector.pcnd@gmail.com
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PILTON METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES

The Candlelight Village Carol Service to be held on Sunday 21st December in
the Methodist Chapel will be accompanied by the internationally acclaimed
organist and violinst, Jenny Bliss. Handbells will play at 5.30pm before the
service starts at 6pm. Refreshments afterwards. Do join us for this annual
Christmas celebration.

Chapel Services begin at 10.30am.

December 7th Rev Jill Warren
14th Rev Audrey Standhaft
21st no morning service
Village Carol Service 5.30pm.

28th Moira Cowell



PARISH CHURCH SERVICES

DECEMBER 2025

7" December Advent 2
10.30am Benefice Holy Communion East Pennard

14 December Advent 3

9.30am Holy Communion Pilton
11.00am Holy Communion Croscombe
11.00am Holy Communion North Wootton

215t December Advent 4

4.00pm Carol Service Croscombe
5.30pm Handbells and Village Carol Service

at the Methodist Church Pilton
6.30pm Carol Service North Wootton

24" December Christmas Eve
6.30pm Christmas Eve Communion North Wootton
8.00pm Christmas Eve Communion Pilton

25™" December Christmas Day
11.00am Christmas Day Service Pilton

28" December Christmas 1
10.30am Benefice Service North Wootton

4™ January Epiphany
10.30am Benefice Holy Communion Pilton



