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Enquiries about material for The Roundabout 
Please send emails to the email address magazine@roundaboutnews.org.uk.  
All material in word or email please. Deadline for Dec edition is 17 November 

 

Data Protection Ruling 
We are grateful for material for The Roundabout, which we distribute in our 
villages and make available on websites. Please contact us if you have any 
concerns about GDPR 
 

Why is it called “The Roundabout” 
Well not a lot of people know this but between the parishes of Pilton, North 
Wootton and Croscombe there is a hill called The Roundabout. This hill is the 
only point with views over all three parishes. Thank you to Liam O’Farrell, a 
local Pilton artist - liamofarrell.com - for providing us with our cover image 
depicting the hill (Map reference ST 58506 43515) 

 

Welcome to the Community  
Welcome to any other newcomers in the villages, please let us know if you’d 
like us to include your name and details so we can all say hello  

 
Donations  
If you are able to make a donation, no matter how small, towards the running 
costs of The Roundabout Magazine, please e-mail us at 
magazine@roundaboutnews.org.uk  

 

Volunteers and ideas  

The team welcome any new ideas for content or design, feedback and 
volunteers to support with the magazine.  

 

Roundabout Team 

Pilton: Liz Richards, John Broxup and John Dikes (Distribution)  

Croscombe: Richard Cronin, Howard Sleap, Libby and Darryl Morgan  
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Welcome to November 
November arrives, marking a clear shift in the rhythm of the season. The 
summer is over, but we find new beauty in the spectacle of autumn. As Robert 
Louis Stevenson describes, there is "Something bright in all!" seasons, and for 
November, that brightness is often found in the glow of the fire and the 
countryside around us, celebrating the "Fires in the fall!"   

 

The landscape is quickly moving from the early autumn colours to the deep, 
fiery palette of late autumn, briefly dazzling, before the wind and rain strips it 
bare. Those short dazzling displays remind us of the bonfires and displays of 
fireworks, that light up the skies. A gentle reminder, not all residents greet 
these displays with ‘oh’ and ‘ah’, so please do share if you have local plans, to 
support those in the community with pets that dislike the noise.  

 

We are delighted to share much to celebrate in this edition. As you look 
through the pages, you will notice that the amount of community news, 
updates, and initiatives continues to grow. We are proud to support local 
groups and events that fill our calendar and bring people together. This month 
we are particularly pleased to showcase two Voice of the Villages, each 
offering unique stories with similar themes, celebrating the community spirit 
and connection with the land. We also celebrate a truly significant birthday of 
Sir Michael Eavis who turned 90 celebrating with family and friends. You’ll find 
more about his reflections and celebrations on the Glastonbury festival site  

 

While we celebrate, November also calls for pause and more reflective 
moments, marked by the deep, symbolic colour of the red poppies for the 
Poppy Appeal and Remembrance Sunday. Honouring the roots and history of 
our villages.  

 

This month’s content also highlights the beginnings of the festive celebrations 
and local events, another season filled with the colour red, but writing this in 
October feels perhaps a little too soon to be mentioning that yet! 

 

Liz Richards  

 



CROSCOMBE 
 

What’s On in Croscombe – November 
1st 10am Coffee Morning Village Hall  

4th 11am The Arts Society Mendip   Village Hall  

17th 7pm  Film Night  Village Hall  

29th 11 – 2pm Croscombe Christmas Market Village Hall  

 

What’s On in Croscombe – December 
6th 7pm  Festive Ceilidh Village Hall  

8th 7pm for 
7.30pm 

Croscombe OAP’s Christmas Dinner  Village Hall  

11th 12.30 for 
1pm 

Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch Village Hall  

 

Croscombe Village Hall Coffee Morning  
Saturday 1st Nov 10.am to 12.00am Delicious homemade cakes and savouries, 
organic freshly brewed coffee, book stall and raffle. All welcome . 

No coffee morning in December but we will be back on 10th January & 14th 
February. 

 

Croscombe Film Night presents “The Ballard of Wallis Island” 
Monday 17th November. The Ballard of Wallis Island is a British comedy-drama 
which follows Charles (Tim Key), an eccentric lottery winner who lives alone 
on a remote island and dreams of getting his favourite musicians, McGwyer 
Mortimer (Tom Basden and Carey Mulligan) back together. His fantasy turns 
into reality when the bandmates and former lovers accept his invitation to play 
a private show at his home on Wallis Island, but old tensions soon resurface  

7.00pm for 7.30pm start. Croscombe Village Hall, Admission £7.00. Bar 
available.  

 

Postage Stamps - I am still collecting postage stamps - used, unused, U.K. 

and foreign for charity (RSPB at present). They can be left at my house - Livadia, 

Fayre Way, Croscombe. Charities are always grateful for donations.  Many 

thanks for those received recently.  Janet Dowding 



Voice of the Villages – Mary Cadogan 

 

From the day we moved into our cottage in Croscombe ten years ago we knew 
this was a very special community. There were welcome cards in our letterbox 
and our neighbours invited us to join them at the Charter Market that day. 
Everyone was so welcoming and we soon learnt that there were many groups, 
societies and classes we could get involved in, as well as events held in the 
village hall, live music at the George and special nights at The Cross, where I 
ended up cooking for pop-up suppers for several years. The local school is also 
important in keeping the village alive and it’s great so see many young families 
moving here and sending their children to the school. 

 

I have had a stall at our Charter market selling cakes, bakes, preserves and 
edible gifts for the last 9 years, and for four of those I was also the market 
manager. During lockdown when the market wasn’t possible, I baked bread 
and cakes weekly which initially were delivered by my husband Mick on his 
bike, then as the orders increased were distributed from my kitchen window. 
As customers gathered outside to collect their orders it also became a socially 
distanced space for neighbours to exchange news and have a much-needed 
chat. 

 

Getting involved in the creation of our community orchard has been incredibly 
rewarding. The day the trees were planted by the families who sponsored 
them, the pruning days and the picnics held in such peaceful surroundings 
were all wonderfully happy events. Many trees were planted to remember a 
wedding day, a loved one and even a special variety of apple was planted to 
commemorate the coronation of King Charles. It’s such a shame that picnics 
have not been allowed this summer, but I hope we can resume next year. As 
it’s next to the cemetery the orchard is a good place to sit for a few moments 
of reflection after visiting a loved one.  

Being part of Dream Team has been a particular joy. Our small group of women 
(and their supportive spouses!) put on usually crazy fundraising events in the 
village hall every winter. So far we have raised funds for our local food banks, 
the village playground fund, Ukraine, Children’s hospice south west and more. 
This year we had decided to have a break but somehow find ourselves running 
a Christmas Ceilidh in the village hall on Saturday 6 December with posh 
ploughman’s and mince pies. I don’t know how that happened but the blame 
has landed on me!  Croscombe is a small village with a big heart! 



 Croscombe Village Hall Fund Raising. 
Thank you to everyone who supported our fund raising activities over the last 
few weeks. Apart from our regular fund raisers of coffee morning and film 
night we also had a very successful and enjoyable afternoon concert on 27th 
September. A huge thank you to Wells Tuesday Strings for freely giving their 
time and skill and to everyone who helped with the wonderful teas. We  raised 
approximately £700 . 

 

Another thank you to everyone who supported Nicky Jenkin and Pauline Drew 
in sponsoring their daring 160ft abseil off King Alfred’s Tower Stourhead. Both 
safely descended and happily were rewarded with a nip of brandy! The amount 
raised will be over £1,500 with sponsorship still coming in. 

Apart from Nicky’s skill at abseiling she also crafted the new notice board to 
the entrance of the village which looks wonderful. Thank you, Nicky. 

Last thank you for this month, thank you to the Fun Day committee for the 
donation of £100 to the village hall fund.  

The committee are working hard to improve the facilities and energy efficiency 
of the hall, and the  process of grant applications is ongoing. We have now got 
the necessary quotes for solar panels and battery storage and have visited a 
neighbouring village hall who have taken this route. Again, thank you to 
everyone for your support without which none of this would be possible. 

 

Croscombe OAP & Children’s Fund  
Croscombe OAP and Children’s Fund would like to thank everyone who 

contributed in making our Harvest Auction such a success, raising almost 

£3400. Donations were gratefully received, and a lot of fun was had with some 

serious bidding on the night. The money raised will help towards the OAP’s 

CHRISTMAS DINNER which will be held on DECEMBER 8TH in the village hall 

7pm for 7.30pm. All Croscombe OAP’s and their spouses or partners are 

welcome so please let us know if you would like to come by phoning Imelda 

343788, Sheila 07870266027, or message me via facebook messenger. 

Father Christmas has told us that he plans to visit the village during December 

so please listen out for him and his helpers. Confirmation of the date will be 

posted on facebook ! 

 



          Croscombe Village Christmas Market           
Get into the festive spirit at this year’s Croscombe Village Christmas Market, 

taking place on Saturday 29th November from 11:00am to 

2:00pm at Croscombe Village Hall, Fayre Way (BA5 3RA). This much-loved 

community event brings together the very best of local creativity and 

Christmas cheer. Discover a wonderful selection of arts, crafts, jewellery, gifts, 

food, and produce. Enjoy refreshments, mulled wine, and plenty of festive 

treats, and don’t miss the raffle, packed with seasonal surprises. Whether 

you’re looking for unique Christmas presents or simply want to soak up the 

atmosphere, it’s the perfect way to kick off the holiday season. Interested in 

taking part or hosting a stall? Contact Candy at candy@candystanley.com for 

more information. Come along, bring your friends and family, and celebrate 

the start of Christmas in Croscombe! 

 

Senior citizens  
Our Christmas lunch this year is to be at the Cross in Croscombe on 11th 

December 12.30 for 1pm. If you wish to attend please let me know asap so l 

have numbers and choices. Thank you. Lyn Manvill 07780 661 327  

For our September meeting we were very fortunate to have a lady called 

Michelle from the Owl Enlightment CIC from just outside of Glastonbury.  

She kindly brought us three different owl, one very large and two smaller ones. 

These were actually all rescue birds which she and some volunteers had helped 

rehabilitate. They were very inquisitive creatures and certainly eyed up the 

audience! She did say they might like to fly around but they seemed quite 

content to sit and observe, they were so interesting.  We were told the history 

of owls, their living and feeding habits and how she came about looking after 

such wonderful birds. She seems to have made it her vocation and certainly 

knew her subject with so much information. 

The afternoon flew by, pardon the pun, because of the pleasure the owls 

brought to us. Michael, from the village, came and took photos and we had tea 

with home made biscuits supplied by one of our members, so all in all a very 

enjoyable afternoon.  
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Festive Ceilidh – Saturday 6th December  
The Dream team invite you to a Festive Ceilidh with The Barefoot Ceilidh Band 

Saturday 6th December 7:00 for 7:30pm Croscombe Village Hall BA5 3RA  

BAR and RAFFLE TICKETS £20 each includes a posh ploughman’s supper and 

mince pies. From Maggie Charlesworth 07892 998532 or Mary Cadogan 01749 

572875 or drop in to buy at Bramble Cottage, Poundfold . All proceeds in aid 

of Croscombe Village Hall refurbishment fund and the Community Orchard 

 

Wildlife Habitats  
...... When retirement comes around many folk need something to fill the gap 
that's left when employment no longer occupies their time.  For one 
Croscombe resident it was the need to help our ever challenged wildlife that 
provided the means of plugging that gap.  Jim Scott, after reading up on the 
subject started building bird boxes and bug houses in a friend's old cow barn 
he converted into a workshop.  Not the garden ornament type, but practical 
designs that work and avoid any preservatives or paint, as is specified by many 
trusts and organisations concerned for the well being of our natural realm. 
That was five years ago and since then the wildlife habitats coming out of that 
drafty old barn have grown to include different types of owl boxes, 
woodpecker boxes, hedgehog houses, dormouse nest boxes, bat roosting 
boxes, kestrel boxes, swift nesting boxes, and more.  And now, with the 
successful reintroduction of pine martens, their unique nesting boxes are on 
the drawing board ready for when there's a need (.....they've already been 
caught on camera trap in the Mendips!!)  
These wildlife habitats can be seen at Wells indoor market once or twice a 
month, and at the Croscombe charter markets, where, by chance Jim met a 
consultant from one of England's largest forestry management companies who 
now, as do some conservancy organisations, use his various habitats for re-
wilding projects.  At these markets he spends far more time answering 
questions about the correct placement and environments for each type of box, 
or discussing why slug pellets and certain pesticides are the wrong way to go, 
than actually selling any habitats.  But that's all part of helping nature 
overcome man's damaging encroachment. With over 600 habitats now having 
left that old cow barn, Jim hopes his little retirement pastime is, in its own 
small way, making a difference in helping our wildlife endure.  If you'd like to 
chat with him his email is tortolajim@hotmail.com. 



Poppy Appeal 2025 – Croscombe, Dinder and Dulcote  
This year the door-to-door collections start on Thursday 23 October until 

Remembrance Sunday (9 November). Look out for your friendly collector who 

will be knocking on your door again. Cash or cheques only please – as we are 

such a small area divided between seven collectors it is not practical to have 

Card Readers as the Supermarkets do. Time to save up your loose change for 

such a good cause!  Jenny Mitchell - Local Poppy Appeal Organiser 

 

The George Croscombe 
What’s Happening  @ The George Croscombe  Tel 01749 342306 
“Celebrate  our Silver Jubilee – family-run for 25 years 2000 - 2025* 
Open Mon-Sat  8am - 3pm, 5pm - 11pm  
Sundays  8am - 5pm  
Food served 8am - 2pm, 5-8pm (not Sunday evenings) 
 
String Sounds for Samhain   Tuesday Nov 4, 7.30pm 
Featuring Esgair and Facing the Ocean   £5 
 
Travelogue Tastes   Thursday Nov 9, 5.30 – 8pm 
Somerset special featuring locally grown and produced food  
£25pp booked in advance  
 
Folk Songs & Tunes    Tuesday Nov 11, 7.30pm  
 
Seafood Supper    Saturday 22 
Three course set menu £25 booked in advance  
 
Curry night takeaway or Eat in Buffet  £19 in advance, 6-8pm  
 
Christmas menu available   Dec 1 – Dec 24. View on line 

 

 

 

 



Croscombe flood group 
England’s warmest June on record and the UK’s second warmest since 1884 

Back in July the thermometer in our garden was saying 29.7°C in the shade and 

with sunshine and temperature records being broken regularly now, it is clear 

our climate is changing and becoming more unpredictable.  Even with the 

recent rain the water tables are very low, however if the ground is very dry it 

does not soak up the water quickly so isolated thunderstorms and downpours 

can generate a lot of runoff in the Sheppey catchment area very quickly.  

So if your property borders the river or you have a risk of flooding, check your 

personal flood plan is up to date, your flood prevention equipment is easy to 

get hold of and not buried at the bottom of the shed and you don't have any 

large tarpaulins, buckets and other items in an area where they can wash away. 

Please also check the riverbanks, clear away brambles, repair and repoint walls, 

remove any large er boulders or blockages from the river and check drains are 

working. 

The Croscombe Flood Group carried out a ‘dry run’ for using the flood barriers 

recently purchased but we have had a slight setback on our plans for a new 

access chamber in the culvert, we were hoping to have completed the work by 

the end of September but due to some unforeseen delays we have yet to start 

and have been advised by the EA that no works can be undertaken during the 

eel migratory period running from October to the start of June 

If you need any advice or help, please remember you can contact the 

Croscombe Flood Group via Paul Hodge of Croscombe Parish Council. 

Finally, a request to everyone to help reduce water runoff, please keep drains 

and ditches clear and consider whether you can replace hard standing areas 

with grass or water gardens. This is becoming increasingly important with yet 

more houses being built within the Sheppey Catchment area! 

 

Croscombe Directory 
Welcome to the all-new Croscombe Directory – a handy, easy to read guide to 
what’s going on in the village. If your group or event is not listed here and you 
would like it included please email Libby Morgan 
(libbymorgan65@btinternet.com). Alternatively, if you are included and need 
anything added/altered then please also get in touch.  

mailto:libbymorgan65@btinternet.com


 
Allotment Association 
Looking to grow your own vegetables, meet like-minded people, and enjoy the 

outdoors? We have 3m x 9m plots available at our welcoming Croscombe site. 

The plots are affordable, there is water on site, with a shared shed and tea 

station for a cuppa and a chat. The allotment holders are a friendly, 

knowledgeable community who are ready to help and we have seasonal socials 

throughout the year. Whether you’re a beginner or an experienced grower, 

there’s a warm welcome waiting for you. Get growing with us — we’d love to 

have you! 

Contact: Bruce Rawlinson  07707529775 
 
Bell Ringers 
We practise most Monday evenings at St Mary's, Croscombe from 19:30 to 
21:00. There are eight members of the band, but we often have one or two 
ringers from Wells and Wookey. We aim to ring for all Sunday services at 
Croscombe, and also for any special national events (Coronation, VE Day etc). 
Due to the nature of the ancient art of bell ringing, our practices are always a 
public performance! 
Contact: Helen Brown helenbrown1998@gmail.com Ken Brown 
ken98b@gmail.com 
 
Church Flower Arrangers 
We are a group of (mainly women, but there is a man who puts in the 

occasional appearance) who arrange window and altar flowers, some on a 

regular basis, others for the big events, Easter, Harvest Festival,  Christmas the 

occasional wedding and funeral.  We are all volunteers and many use flowers 

from their own gardens, but that isn’t a necessity. We would love you to join 

us, no experience is necessary, if you can put a bunch of daffodils in a vase they 

you would be very, very welcome.   

Contact: Louise Tully chateautully@btinternet.com 

 

Church Key Rota Volunteers 

Our beautiful C15th Church, which is an architecturally acknowledged 

treasure, (Pevsner described it as "one of the most complete cases of the 

survival of Jacobean church furnishings in the county”) is open every day for 

visitors who often come specifically to the village to view its significant carving.  

mailto:helenbrown1998@gmail.com
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Several village volunteers are responsible for the locking of the Church each 

evening (the morning opening is covered by one person), it’s usually about two 

weeks each year.  We lock generally at dusk depending on personal 

commitments and if you find you cannot fulfil your week then we swap around 

but I am the backstop. If you feel you would like to be added to the list, please 

contact me … many hands make light work. 

Contact: Louise Tully chateautully@btinternet.com 

 

Community orchard group 

Croscombe Community Orchard is a burgeoning orchard of young trees largely 

sponsored by members of the Croscombe community comprising varieties of 

apple, pear, cherry and plum. A dedicated group of volunteers manage and 

maintain the plot on Thrupe Lane just south of the Croscombe burial ground. 

Contact: Louise Tully chateautully@btinternet.com 

 

The Dream Team 

We are a group of five local women who organise one or two fundraising 
evenings each year. We never do the same event twice so expect the 
unexpected and be prepared to join in the fun! Thanks to the generosity of 
everyone who supports us we have raised money for local charities such as the 
Shepton and Wells food banks and Children’s hospice south west, as well as 
for the village playground and Ukraine. 
We meet regularly to plot and plan our next fundraiser (possibly over a glass 

of wine or two!) and we are always on the lookout for volunteers to help on 

the night of the event. Do get in touch if this appeals to you- it’s hard work but 

a lot of fun. Contact: Mary Cadogan marylucia.cadogan@gmail.com Hilary Cain  

Hilary.cain@gmail.com 

 
Film Night and Coffee Morning 
Regular film night and coffee mornings (usually monthly) are held at the village 
hall and these are advertised in the Roundabout and on Facebook 
Contact: Pauline Drew pauline.drew@hotmail.co.uk 
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Frolics/Take Art 
We are an Am-dram group who put on a February traditional family panto and 
other ad-hoc shows and also host occasional professional theatre and dance 
via Take Art. Anyone interested in getting involved on stage, back-stage, front-
of-house, tech etc etc please do get in touch to hear more 
Contact: Howard Sleap h.sleap@btinternet.com Richard Cronin  
richard.cronin567@btinternet.com 
 
Fun Day 
A day in the village  for the village, held in the summer. There’s lots of variety 
including a range of market stalls and activities, a bouncy castle, skittle alley, 
barbeque, live music – all of it run by volunteers. More volunteers always 
welcome and it’s a great way to meet the village if you’re new. 
Contact: Nick Fowler fowlernj1@sky.com (or contact on Facebook messenger) 
 
OAPs and Children’s Fund 
A not-for-profit fundraising group which supports the OAPs and Children in the 
village. All funds raised pay for the OAPs Christmas dinner and the annual 
summer coach trip to Weymouth. Funds raised for the children include funding 
the bouncy castle and barbeque at the Fun Day. Father Christmas is also invited 
to visit the village and gifts are provided for the children. Fundraising events 
include a harvest auction which is held at the pub. 
Contact: Nick Fowler fowlernj1@sky.com (or contact on Facebook messenger)  
Imelda North Iann4848@gmail.com 
 
The Parish Church of The Blessed Virgin Mary, Croscombe 
We are the Parish Church for Croscombe. At the moment we hold Sunday 
services at least twice a month - usually the second and fourth Sunday. Details 
appear each month on the back page of Roundabout and on our Church Near 
You website. Use your internet browser to search for achurchnearyou, then 
select A Church Near You, enter your BA5 postcode, choose address option, 
click right arrow, select Croscombe: The Blessed Virgin Mary. Our village school 
also holds its services in the church several times each year. St Mary’s is a 
Grade 1 listed building and well worth a visit 
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Play Area Working Group 
We are a group of parishioners who are involved in improving and maintaining 
the children’s play area. This involves finding out what options are available, 
determining what the children would benefit from most, fundraising, arranging 
quotations and organising contractors to undertake any new works. If you have 
any ideas, fundraising opportunities, or want to be involved in any way then 
please get in touch. 
Contact: Ben Gudzelak cllr.gudzelak@croscombeparishcouncil.co.uk 
 
Sequence dancing 
We meet every week in Croscombe village hall at 8pm to 10pm on a Tuesday. 
The cost is £2.50 pp which includes a tea/coffee and biscuits at half time.  We 
do not actually teach but are only too willing to help anyone who would like to 
learn. It is good exercise and a good memory booster. A very social group and 
we always welcome new members . 
Contact: Lyn Manvill lynmanvill@gmail.com 
 
Tai Chi 
Held on Mondays at  Croscombe Village Hall between 10.30-11.30. Tai Chi is an 
easy exercise available to all. It improves balance and coordination, as well as 
relaxes and enhances health and wellbeing. We are a friendly group sharing 
some gentle exercise together. The moves may be performed standing or 
seated and are suitable for all ages and abilities. We end the lesson with a 
cuppa and biscuit for those who can stay a little longer. 
Contact: Jan Hodge  hodgejan@icloud.com 
 
Suppers at The Cross 
The Cross at Croscombe is more than just your local award winning B&B. On a 
regular basis it holds suppers and is very lucky to have the talented culinary 
wizard Kate Hunter cooking at these events Kate started her catering career 
with an apprenticeship at the 3 starred Michelin restaurant, Le Gavroche, 
under the tutorship of Albert Roux. Cheffing for luxury yachts and private 
resorts in the Caribbean, the Jockey Club in Saratoga, and European Villas 
followed.  Since settling in Croscombe Kate’s ongoing passion for the culinary 
arts has seen her skills much sought after for private lunches, dinners and 
weddings. Kate sources many of her organic ingredients from local markets, by 
foraging and by growing her own vegetables. The evenings start off with 
complimentary drinks and nibbles followed by a seasonal set 3 course meal 

mailto:hodgejan@icloud.com


(vegetarian options are available). The Cross dining room is the perfect size to 
create a welcoming and warm atmosphere. There is even a covered walled 
garden to enjoy your pre dinner drinks and meet your fellow diners. For more 
information visit www.info@cross-croscombe.co.uk and if you sign up to my 
e-newsletter I will keep you up to date with future supper dates and menus. 
There are also opportunities for private functions to be held which can be 
tailored for your needs. 
Contact: www.info@cross-croscombe.co.uk 01749 343352 Terri 
 
Village email  
The purpose is to send out information from the police Neighbourhood Watch 
and village organisations including allowing villagers to offer items for sale or 
put individual notices out to others. If you would like your email address added 
please get in touch.  
Contact: Chris Jackson  cj1311@gmail.com 
 
Village Hall  
Croscombe village hall hosts a wide range of clubs and societies and offers a 
venue for weddings and parties. The management committee provide regular 
film nights and coffee mornings to support funding for the hall. We welcome 
new members joining us on the committee either as trustees or volunte  
Contact: Katharine Little. Bookings, Caretaker katharinegarvey@hotmail.com 
Mike Dowell Chairman 
 
Village Orchestra     
We have been encouraging people in Croscombe and surrounding area to 
make music together and explore the orchestral  repertoire since 1975!  
Practices are   Every Friday from 7.15 till 9.00pm in Croscombe village hall. We 
do two concerts each year, one in January and the other in May. There are also 
others by invitation. The orchestra welcomes new players of any age.  
Contact: Tony Bevan  arbevan@icloud.com 
 
Village Voices from Croscombe 
We would love to start a page for Village voices from Croscombe. If you would 
like to contribute a short piece about your life in the village then please contact 
Libby Morgan by email on libbymorgan65@btinternet.com. Alternatively, if 
you would like to nominate someone whose voice you would like to hear 
please drop her an email saying who it is. 

http://www.info@cross-croscombe.co.uk
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November Poem 
 
In the other gardens 
   And all up in the vale, 
From the autumn bonfires 
   See the smoke trail! 
 
Pleasant summer over,  
   And all the summer flowers, 
The red fire blazes, 
   The grey smoke towers. 
 
Sing a song of seasons! 
   Something bright in all! 
Flowers in the summer, 
   Fires in the fall!  
 
Robert Louis Stevenson 
 

November Quote 
Things outside you are projections of what's inside you, and what's inside you 
is a projection of what's outside. So when you step into the labyrinth outside 
you, at the same time you're stepping into the labyrinth inside. 
 
Haruki Murakami 





  



  



  

         A-Tanks 
Suppliers and Installers of all 

underground tanks and drainage 

Products 

Septic tanks, Pumping Station 

Sewage treatment plants 

Cesspools, Rainwater recycling units 

Discharge consents obtained 

Tel: 07906991770 

donb@a-tanks.co.uk  www.a-tanks.co.uk 

mailto:donb@a-tanks.co.uk
http://www.a-tanks.co.uk/


 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Please contact  

magazine@roundaboutnews.org.uk 
to advertise here 

  

 
 

Please contact  
magazine@roundaboutnews.org.uk 

to advertise here 
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Ads 

The Roundabout Magazine is unable to guarantee the proficiency and 
qualification of advertisers. We recommend checking the advertiser’s 
authentication and certification before employment.  

Adverts on the Small Ads page can be changed every month. We charge 50p 
per Roundabout line per month. 

¶ Daniel’s garden maintenance. Lawns cut, seeded, turfed. Hedges cut, 

garden clearance, Patio-laying, jet-washing, fencing plus fence painting. 

Weeding. Call Daniel, 672832 or 07936 583986  

¶ Daniel’s property maintenance Roof repairs. Gutters cleaned, repaired and 

renewed. Interior and exterior painting and much more. Call Daniel 672832 

or 07936 583986  

¶ Give your garden a treat. 2-year-old well-rotted horse manure sold by sack 

or load. 100% organic. Contact 890582  

¶ Piano Tuition Ex music examiner welcomes all ages and grades (incl. 

diploma) lessons in Pilton. Call Barbara Murray 07799 383546/890193  

¶ Property/ pet sitter available. Long/ short stays. No animal too big or small 

(yet :-) ) Call Mel, 07565 760361.  

¶ Stonemason, Property repairs, Restorations, Garden and landscapes. 30+ 

years’ experience. Call Lee or Mandy on 07821302290 for help or advice.  

¶ Dave Cox – Handyman and odd jobs service. 07919 584737  

¶ Flute, Clarinet and Saxophone Lessons. For further information please 

phone 890193 or 07769 900842.   

¶ Key Whizz Auto Locksmith Need spare or new car or van keys? locked out 

of your vehicle? Then please give us a call on 07918459893  

¶ Self-catering log cabin Studio available for short or long term Lets in 

Croscombe. Contact 07471100757 

¶ Castle Cary Guitar Lessons www.johncalcott.com 

 
 

http://www.johncalcott.com/


PILTON 
What’s On in Pilton – November  

5th 7.00pm Pilton Parish Council Meeting Village Hall  

9th 10.30am Remembrance Day Parade War Memorial 

10th 7.30pm Pilton Village History Group Village Hall 

12th 7.30pm Pilton Community Allotment AGM New Room Coffee 

19th 2.15pm Happy Circle - Quiz Village Hall  

19th 7.00pm Pilton Show AGM Village Hall  

27th 7.30pm Pilton Players – The Snow Queen Parish Church  

28th 7.30pm Pilton Players – The Snow Queen Parish Church  

29th 2.30pm Pilton Village Trust AGM  Village Hall  

29th 7.30pm Pilton Players – The Snow Queen Parish Church  

 
What’s On in Pilton – December 

7th 9.30 – 
3.30pm 

Christmas Market Tithe Barn 

10th 2.15pm Happy Circle – Christmas Lunch Village Hall  

 
Pilton has an abundance of groups, associations and energy. A sample of what 
is on offer is listed below and should anyone else have any ventures that are 
not included please let us know.   
Village Groups 
Allotment Association    Art Group   
ASBO (maintaining footpaths and bridleways) Bell Ringers   
Bridge      Dance    
Food Bank     Football 
Gabriels Orchard    Hand Bells  
Happy Circle     History Group   
Judo      Pilates   
Pilton Community Speedwatch    Pilton Players  
Pilton Playing Fields    Pilton Show  
Pilton Village Hall Trust    Pilton Walks 
Table Tennis     Tai Chi    
Tithe Barn     Village Voices  
Writers Group     Ukulele    
Yoga   



Voice of the Villages – Louise Ashcroft  
 
It was late autumn when I first heard the call to allotment. A brisk walk up Neat 
Lane took me to Pilton Allotments. There, under a bright November sky, I 
viewed Plot 6A – doing its own thing with no discernible path but lots of 
potential. I felt an immediate kinship. A few weeks later I signed a tenancy 
agreement. Plot 6A and I had one year to get to know each other. I bought a 
spade, green wellies and a poetry book about soil. Here’s what happened… 
 
Now, the thing I’ve learnt about soil is that it is very accepting, as is the 
allotment community. Whilst I didn’t have allotment experience, I did have 
basic gardening skills, I could sew, and had a love of poetry. Consequently, the 
inspiration for the plot’s design/cultivation came from patchwork quilting, 
medieval poet’s thoughts on companion planting and weed management tips 
from Wordsworth. Not very Gardeners’ Question Time, admittedly. And whilst 
there were confessions to the compost bin when things failed, pleads to the 
cauliflowers to grow a head – they didn’t, and astonishment at how slugs could 
eat in one night all the ten lettuces I had just planted – there was the wonder 
and magic of growing which had me hooked.  
 
So hooked that when rock was found on the plot - snoozing at a quarter of a 
spade deep for 1msq - I picked up a mattock and chipped away, bidding it to 
yield through misted safety goggles. My husband and fellow plot-holders 
encouraged and helped, until finally the rock was gifted to various 
gardening/building projects in the village. The harvest came. The hope of 
growing my family’s health with organic home-produce was there in my 
baskets of lettuce, beans and chard. It tasted like the sweetness of life. Then, 
the unexpected harvest. I was new to the village. The tending of Plot 6A was 
helping me become part of a landscape and a community.   Three years on and 
the cauliflowers have heads, there are fewer confessions to the compost bin, 
and the slugs and I have come to an understanding. I continue to be inspired 
by the friendships, knowledge and plots of Pilton’s allotmenteers, and the 
sense of freedom, peace and magic you find up there. I’m so grateful to have 
heard its call, drifting down Neat Lane:  
 
“Come forth into the light of things,  
Let Nature be your teacher.” 
Wordsworth (poet-gardener) 



Remembrance Day Parade 
The 2025 Remembrance Day Parade will take place on Sunday 9th November 
from 10:30am at the Pilton War Memorial. Do come. 

 

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2025 
Dear Villagers, our team of house to house volunteers will 
endeavour to get to as many households as possible. 
The static poppy collection boxes will be located in the following 
areas of the Villages: 
Church of St John Pilton, Church of St Peter North Wootton, The 

Crown Pilton, Pilton Co-op, The Pilton Stage, Pilton New Room Community 
Coffee Shop and Crossways Hotel North Wootton.  
Thank you in advance for your continued support.  
Pete and Trish Cheetham  01749 890442/ 07825 323242 
 

Relaxing & Restorative Crystal Singing Bowl Sound Bath 

Fri 7th Nov, 6PM - 7:15PM at The New Room, Pilton  
Take some time for yourself to relax, release tension, aches and pains with 
Kelly Knight at a sound bath session. During the session we will follow a brief, 
guided meditation before you lie down and listen to the restorative sounds of 
the singing bowls.  Spaces are £20pp / £15pp (low income) - advanced booking 
required - please contact Kelly via 07931509104 or kellyexton@hotmail.co.uk 
for more information or to book your place or visit  
https://restandreignite.simplybook.it/v2/ 
 

Writers Retreat Day organized by The Write Assistant  
Unlock your potential with a Writers Retreat. With guided exercises and 
freeflow writing, get back to nature, channel your thoughts and get the 
creative mill grinding.  Venue Postcode BA44PD, on the 15th November 2025  
Please contact Nicola on 07955744331 or thewriteassistant.co.uk for more 
details and the sign up form! 

 
Candace Bahouth Exhibition - Luminous 
Candace Bahouth is having an exhibition. Luminous at No 1 Bruton, High 
Street, BA4 0AB.  November 9th to Christmas Eve. 01749 813030 

 

mailto:kellyexton@hotmail.co.uk
https://restandreignite.simplybook.it/v2/
http://thewriteassistant.co.uk/


Pilton Village Trust AGM - 29th November 2025 
The 2025 Pilton Village Trust AGM will be held on Saturday 29th November, 
2.30pm in Pilton Village Hall. We kindly invite you to come along and hear 
about the work of the Trust in looking after the Pilton Village Hall over the last 
twelve months and to vote for the Trustees for next year. To be eligible to vote 
you must be 18 years old or over and reside in the Parish of Pilton or be a life 
or honorary member of Pilton Working Men's Club prior to its closure. If you 
wish to nominate yourself for election to run as a 2025/2026 Trustee, please 
register your nomination by submitting a nomination form at the Pilton Co-op 
by Wednesday 19th November, 6pm 

To be eligible for nomination you must be 18 years old or over and reside in 
the Parish of Pilton or be a life or honorary member of Pilton Working Men's 
Club prior to its closure 

Nomination forms will be available to collect from the Pilton Co-op from Friday 
17th October or downloadable from our Pilton Village Trust website. All 
nominations must be submitted via hard copy paper forms and posted in the 
'ballot box' provided at the Pilton Co-op. Nomination forms and the ballot box 
will be accessible during Pilton Coop opening hours.If you require any further 
info, please do not hesitate to contact Pilton Village Trust via email 
secretarypvhall@gmail.com  www.piltonvillagetrust.uk/trust-information 

Pool Table from the Village Hall – Bids Invited  
The Pilton Village Trust are offering our old pool table to a new home. The 
table has served the community well over the years but is now uneven and not 
suitable for serious play. That said, it would make a great addition to a games 
room, garage, or youth group – and we’d love to see it go to a good home! 
We already have a replacement pool table in storage at the hall, and once the 
old one has found a new home, we’ll be able to bring the replacement table 
into use and free up some much needed storage space. Don’t worry – pool will 
still be available at the Village Hall and The Pilton Stage!  
If you’re interested, please send your bid by Thursday 20 November 2025 to 
the Trust Secretary at secretarypvhall@gmail.com  
The pool table will be going to the highest bidder who will need to collect and 
take it away themselves.  Pilton Village Trust. Charity Number 233541 
 

 

mailto:secretarypvhall@gmail.com
mailto:secretarypvhall@gmail.com


Pilton Players – The Snow Queen  
Time’s winged chariot – or in this case, the Snow Queen’s sleigh – hurries near! 
Hard to believe I know, but the Pilton Players’ production of the Snow Queen 
is coming up this month with performances on Thursday 27th, Friday 28th and 
Saturday 29th in the Parish Church at 7.30pm  
 
Treat yourselves to an early Christmas present! 
Tickets will be available from the start of half term week (October 26th to 
November 3rd). They can be ordered by email from Peter Lawrence: 
lispet@mac.com or by phone 07746 198319. Payment will be by bank transfer 
or by card in person; or cash on the door, but booking ahead is advised.  
Tickets including refreshments cost £15 adults, £10 concessions, £5 children 
 

At last, all alone in her castle as the army of Snow White and her vengeful 
father the King draw near, the wicked witch used the last of her power to 

curse the mirror that she believed had betrayed her: “Mirror that has earned 
my hate! I curse you and pronounce your fate! Your gift of truth, I now 

despise. From this hour forth, tell only lies! And from that day the evil witch 
became…. The Snow Queen 

Pilton Community Allotments   

 Pilton Community Allotments will be holding their AGM on 
Wednesday 12th November at 7.30pm at The New Room 
Coffee Shop, Top Street. All welcome, come and find out all 
about us and our lovely allotments. Some plots currently 
available piltonallotments@gmail.com 01749 890357 

Trees for Sale  
Each year I grow on a number of small trees. These are of local gene stock and 
the following are now ready to go on to their final homes. Most will be of 2-3 
ft tall. The trees are free and all we ask is that you undertake to look after them 
and give them a chance to grow to maturity. We have the following available 
Hazel: We have numerous; Oak: 6; Ash: 1; Walnut: 2  ; Yew: 1; May:1;  Horse 
Chestnut: 4; Pussy Willow: 1 If you would like some please contact us on tel 
890357, email jk.pilton@btinternet.com. 

mailto:lispet@mac.com
mailto:piltonallotments@gmail.com
mailto:jk.pilton@btinternet.com


Pilton Village History Group  

On Monday 10th November, in Pilton Village Hall at 7.30pm, we 
will be having an illustrated talk from Richard Cooper-Knight 
entitled Death and Service: The Commonwealth War Graves of 
Somerset EVERYONE WELCOME Members free, Visitors £4 

Refreshments There are more than 800 First World War graves in over 240 
cemeteries and churchyards across Somerset. Each of the names on those 
gravestones has a story connected to it, a story of family and of tragedy, a story 
of life on the battlefield and of love on the home front.  

The Death and Service series of books aim to shed light on the servicemen and 
women behind the names on these headstones, to bring the long-forgotten 
names to life again, more than a century after they were lost. 
Richard Cooper-Knight Based in Somerset, Richard has had a love for 
photography for more than 20 years, building a long-lasting blog and rescuing 
antique photographs and cartes de visite from junk shops. A keen amateur 
genealogist, he has drawn his two passions together, researching First World 
War graves in the churchyards and cemeteries across the south of England. 
When not traipsing around muddy graveyards, Richard has a penchant for real 
ale and folk music. https://deathandservice.co.uk/ 
 

          Pilton Christmas Market           
Held in the Tithe Barn. Something for Everyone Cheeky Bean providing food 
and drinks. Sunday 7th December  - 9.30-3.30 
Free parking  Free entry  BA44EE 
 

Happy Circle  
Happy Circle welcome the over 55s, both men and women, at the Pilton Village 
Hall on the third Wednesday of each month to make new friends and share life 
experiences. Some future dates for your diaries: 
¶ November 19th Quiz 

¶ December  10th Christmas lunch. 
Please come along and support us everyone. We always at the Village Hall, 
starting at 2:15pm. It’s great fun and currently our annual fee is only 
£12.  £1:50 for each meeting or £2 if you’d like to visit. Any questions please 
contact Freda Boyce - fabfreda@btinternet.com 

https://deathandservice.co.uk/
mailto:fabfreda@btinternet.com


 
Pilton Parish Council  
Pilton Housing Needs Survey: Pilton Parish Council are expecting to launch a 

Housing Needs Survey on 7th November, open to 30th November. The survey 
will help us understand if we need more affordable housing, and what type. 
Like the Community Survey, responses will be anonymous. We would like as 
many households to complete the survey as possible – it will be possible to 
include information on households that originate from the parish but are 
currently not living locally.  
The survey will be available online; Councillors will be available at the Coffee 
Shop from 10am-11am - 10th to 14th November, armed with paper copies; and 
a dedicated phone line will be available on 07592945085. 
Somerset Shooting Ground Petition: Are you concerned about noise from 
Somerset Shooting Ground? Then please sign the petition prepared by East 
Pennard Parish Council. You can find the petition at 
https://www.piltonparishcouncil.org/post/somerset-shooting-ground 
Pilton Show 2025: Thank you to the Show Committee and everyone involved, 
for a really super show this year. Thank you!  
 

Pilton Party Bar – a Big Thank You  
To all the helpers on the night behind the bar from Audrey and Terry   

 

Pilton Show – If…. 
REMINDER - IF you’d like to help create the fun community event of Pilton 
Show weekend, do please become involved, as new teams are needed for 
some key elements.  New ideas and energy are needed to move forwards and 
to grow the committee.  
The Flower Show Team will be starting to draft the 2026 Schedule in November 
and would welcome your ideas for classes. 01749 890357 
or piltonflowershow@gmail.com 
This year's results, photo and schedule are on the recently updated 
website www.piltonflowershow.org.uk 
All are welcome at the AGM on Wednesday 19h November at 7 pm, in the 
Worthy Room, Pilton Village Hall.  Brief business and reports first, followed by 
drinks, finger food and socialising.  Or contact Kelly Knight on 07931 509104.   

 

https://www.piltonparishcouncil.org/post/somerset-shooting-ground
mailto:piltonflowershow@gmail.com
http://www.piltonflowershow.org.uk/


Lost Property  
Still unclaimed after September’s Pilton Show, a pair of metal-rimmed 
Specsavers prescription glasses – someone must be missing these?  They were 
on the bar all weekend but no one enquired – nor has anyone come forward 
after posting on Facebook.  If yours, please contact Jenny on 01749 890465. 
 
The Pilton Stage & Village Hall  
Thank you to everyone who came along to help make Michaels 90th Birthday 
celebration in October such a memorable occasion. The evening kicked off 
with three songs from Sir Michael himself and culminated in performances 
from both Ellie Goulding and Billy Bragg. 
 
Thanks also to everyone who attended the Ibiza night and well done if you 
were brave enough to sample our new cocktail, the now infamous ‘Pilton 
Pussy’. It, together with other slow and comfortable beverages, will return at 
Halloween.  
 
Halloween Event (18+) There’s a science fiction double feature especially 
designed to cater for all you sweet transvestites on Saturday 1st November in 
the form of a Fancy Dress Rocky Horror Halloween Night. So, don’t be too 
scared to do the time warp one more time with Live music from ‘Rubins Cube’. 
This is another free event with doors (and possibly mouths) opening at 7.00pm. 
Our local Member of Parliament Tessa Munt held her second surgery in here 
in October and there will be further opportunities to engage with her when 
she returns in the new year.  
 
Following the success of the first event, arrangements are now well under way 
to hold a second family daytime RAVE together with ‘Children’s World’ and 
‘Big Fam Disco’. This will take place during the Christmas School holidays in 
December. Further updates to follow. 
 
A couple of quick reminders;  
Pilton Walks are now well underway and increasingly well attended. Please 
see the ‘Pilton Walks’ Facebook page for details. 
For further information please check out our website thepiltonstage.com and 
our two Facebook pages @thepiltonstage and @thepiltonpage. 

http://thepiltonstage.com/


Thai food from Natcha's kitchen is served on both Thursdays and Fridays 
between 6.00pm and 8.30pm and Sunday lunch is from midday to 2.30pm. To 
reserve tables and to pre order please call 07706134132.  

The Friday menu consists of 4 curries. The traditional green and red curry 
available either with Prawn, Chicken or Vegetable only. The Panang, which 
surprisingly, has proved to be the most popular curry so far. With a few 
different vegetables and a touch sweeter and less spicy than either the red or 
the green varieties. As well as a massaman curry, which is a very mild and 
coconut flavoured curry with big chunks of potato and chicken, similar to a 
coconut stew. Finally, we have recently started doing Crispy Duck Noodles 
which is a non-spicy option. With roasted then fried duck on a bed of egg 
noodles, pak choi and sauce. We also offer a variety of different starter options 
including spring rolls, gyoza, samosas, prawn crackers and fish cakes. 

Thursday is noodle night. The idea being for one plate dishes that are tasty, 
wholesome and puts a smile on people’s faces. All the dishes are £12 or less, 
so beats washing up on a cold miserable Thursday evening. Pad Thai is a 
particular favourite! 

Sunday lunches has received great feedback. The only negative feedback to 
date is that the portions are too big and they didn't have room for a pudding. 
Options include topside of beef, Belly pork, Chicken or if you're feeling hungry 
a full trio! All available with all the trimmings. 

 
 
The Crown Pilton  

Opening Hours   Food  
Monday  Closed  
Tuesday  4pm – 10pm  
Wednesday  12 – 11pm    Fish and Chips  4 – 8pm  

Eat in or takeaway  
Thurs – Sat  12 – 11pm  Lunch  12 – 2.30pm 
     Dinner  5.30 – 9pm 
Sunday   12 – 9pm  Roast Lunch 12 – 4pm 
 
 



Events at The Crown   
The Fuse Exhibition 18/10/25-29/11/25. The Fuse Exhibition presents a 
compelling blend of two distinct yet complementary artistic voices—Leddy and 
Shelley Dyer-Gibbins—whose practices collide and coalesce in a vibrant 
celebration of texture, form, and fearless expression. 
Big Comedy Night Out: November 26th. Join us for our Pilton’s monthly Big 
Comedy Night Out. The Crown will be showcasing a double bill of UK headline 
level comedians. Acts will be carefully selected comedians from the biggest 
and best UK comedy clubs and will deliver an eclectic range of professional 
comedy talent from pure stand-ups to musical and character comedians in an 
intimate and friendly environment. 
Cabaret Show: Thursday November 28th, 8pm or 6.30pm with option for 2 
pub meals (excluding steak) and a bottle of wine for £45 which can be added 
on as a pre-show dinner  
 
Quiz Night     Nov 5  7pm 
Pound for Sound    Nov 7  6pm  
Folk Night       Nov 12  7pm 
Sea Shanty Night    Nov 13  7pm  
Pop Quiz     Nov 19   7pm  
Pound for Sound    Nov 21  6pm  
Big Comedy Night Out     Nov 26  7pm 
Open Mic Night     Nov 27  8pm  
Cabaret Show Nov 28   6.30 & 8pm  
Pound for Sound Dec 5   6pm 
 
Christmas Bookings: Christmas Party Bookings Now Open! 
Celebrate the festive season with us from 28th November – 24th December 
(Thursdays – Sundays only).  
Friday Night Party – Book on Fridays and DJs will also be included in your 
booking. These nights will fill up quickly, so book early. 

¶ Group size: 4–65 people 
Christmas Lunch: bookings between 12–2pm 
Christmas Dinner: bookings between 5:30–7:30pm 

¶ You’ll have your table for the whole service (approx. 3 hours) 
For groups of 20+, Tuesday & Wednesday bookings may be available, please 
contact us directly to discuss.  
Christmas Menu’s available on thecrownpilton.com/christmas-enquiry/ 



Perfect Curve Fitness & Dance Classes at Pilton Pavilion 
New Classes added in October. Full schedule below   

Wednesday Pilates – 17.30 – 18.30pm 

Wednesday’s Dance 4 Fun - 18.35 - 19.35pm  

Thursday Pilates - 9.30 - 10.30am  

 

Other classes available including:  

Tuesday Pilates Online – 10 – 11am 

Tuesday Aerial Yoga – 18.00 – 19.00pm (BA3 4UL)  

Thursday Pilates – 17.45 – 18.45pm (BA6 8PX)  

Thursday Barre & Pilates – 18.45 – 19.45pm (BA6 8PX)  

For full weekly timetable and workshop information please email: 
sarahhenderson08@hotmail.co.uk  or visit our Facebook page  

 

NORTH WOOTTON 
Village Events: 

¶ Quiz Night: The 3rd Tuesday of Every Month at the Crossways Hotel, Quiz 
Night, 7pm start, £2 pp on the night. - All Welcome. 

Crossways Special Offerings: 

Every Tuesday: PIZZA and WINGS NIGHT - The Ultimate Zing! £12 for 1kg of 
wings or a 12-inch pizza.  5 to 9 pm.  

Every Wednesday: Nepalese - 2 course Authentic Nepalese food - £18.00. 

Every Thursday:  Choice of Curry for £10.00. 

Every Friday: Steak Night £16, sirloin / rump with all the trimmings. 

Wed to Fri Lunch Special - 12noon to 3pm.  Main & Desert for £15.00. 

Reservations Highly Recommended   

See www.thecrossways.co.uk  for details  

01749 899000  enquiries@thecrossways.co.uk 

 

mailto:sarahhenderson08@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.thecrossways.co.uk/
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2025 

Dear Villagers, our team of house to house volunteers will 
endeavour to get to as many households as possible. 
The static poppy collection boxes will be located in the 
following areas of the Villages: 
Church of St John Pilton, Church of St Peter North Wootton, 
The Crown Pilton, Pilton Co-op, The Pilton Stage, Pilton New 

Room Community Coffee Shop and Crossways Hotel North Wootton.  
Thank you in advance for your continued support.  
Pete and Trish Cheetham  01749 890442/ 07825 323242 
 

AROUND AND ABOUT  
 

What’s On in Shepton Mallet  
There’s lots going on this Autumn and Winter in Shepton Mallet; from one-
off events to weekly activities, classes, workshops and more.  

Every Friday  Weekly Friday Market  

1st Nov   Shepton Mallet Fireworks  

12th Nov  Shepton Mallet Carnival  

30th Nov  Shepton Mallet Sunday Market – Christmas Lights  

20th Dec  Lantern Festival  

Find our more details at www.helloshepton.co.uk  

 

Mind in Somerset 
We are here to make sure anyone with a mental health problem has 
somewhere to turn for advice and support. Our core purpose is to provide 
services and support to anyone affected by mental illness, improving their 
quality of life and wellbeing. Further details in the advertising section of the 
Roundabout. You can give Mindline a call 0800 138 1692 or 01823 276 892 
Visit: https://www.mindinsomerset.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

http://www.helloshepton.co.uk/
tel:%200800%20138%201692
tel:%2001823%20276%20892
https://www.mindinsomerset.org.uk/


West Pennard Church of England Primary School     
    

 
 

We received the fantastic news this week that we had been formally selected 
as a Lead School in Somerset and Dorset for Music under the Octagon Music 
Hub. Lead schools are trailblazers in music education - not just participants. 
They are facilitators of the Octagon Music Hub’ s vision and will help shape the 
future of music in schools by working alongside the Hub to inspire and 
innovate. Lead schools will: Champion music in their communities, sharing best 



practice and celebrating musical achievements. Host and lead meetings and 
training sessions. Support other schools in developing their School Music 
Development Plans. Meet termly with the Octagon Hub team to offer feedback 
and help shape future opportunities. Promote musical activities and events 
across their local authority Lead schools were chosen through an open 
invitation sent to all schools and SEND settings across Dorset and Somerset. 
We are so proud of the fact that we have been given this accolade and will 
work with schools and the community in order to champion music provision, 
share best practice and celebrate musical experiences. Huge congratulations 
to Mrs Clarke, Music Co-ordinato0r, and everyone else that contributes and 
has contributed to the music provision here at West Pennard.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In early October our Year 5s visited Kilve for the Year 5 residential. The children 
go for a day visit to Mill on the Brue in Year 4 in order to build confidence with 
adventurous activities, then stay away for two nights, three days at Kilve, 
building up to Year 6 where the children visit Okehampton for 4 nights, five 
days. The children had a fantastic time climbing, abseiling, going on stream 
walks, walks on the Quantocks and on Kilve Beach. A great many thanks to Mrs 
Pinsent, Mrs Ibberson and Mrs Clarke for supporting the children so well.  
 
 
 



 
There is much excitement in the school at the moment, as next week we will 
install another new area of outdoor play equipment, following the installation 
of our playground in January (see plans above). This time we are building a 
20m trim trail on the field, following design proposals from the School Council. 
We all look forward to trying it out after half term.  

On 15th October we welcomed prospective parents to the 
school on our Open Morning. It was lovely to see so many 
parents taking the time to come and look at West Pennard 
and to consider us for 2026-27. If you were unable to visit 
on that day, please do ring to arrange a private tour and / 
or read follow the link to a document that tells you what 
we are all about. Best Wishes Mr Wheat   

https://tinyurl.com/WPOPEN25 
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Parishes of Pilton, Croscombe, and North Wootton 
Reader Sue Green 01749 890524 

PILTON PARISH CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 

Churchwardens 
Mr Paul Warry  01749 890434 

Mrs Wendy Bower 07967 663 993 

PCC Treasurer Mr Paul Warry 01749 890434 

PCC Secretary Mrs Jayne Sims 01749 890350 

   

PILTON METHODIST CHURCH 
Minister  Rev Andrew 

Prout  
 

16 Acacia Drive, Frome BA11 2TS 
01373 301092 
andrew.prout@methodist.org.uk 

Chapel Stewards Gordon Taylor 07388 123824 

 Mrs Deborah 
Towner 

01749 342614 

Secretary Mrs Deborah 
Towner 

01749 342614 

Steward  Foina Case 01749 899125 

CROSCOMBE PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN 
www.stmaryscroscombechurch.org 

Churchwarden Mr Terry 
McCarthy 

01749 345139 

PCC Treasurer Mr Terry 
McCarthy 

01749 345139 

PCC Secretary Mrs Janet 
Dowding 

01749 330725 

   

CROSCOMBE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 
Pastor Jeremy Tremeer 07956 627233 

Elder Mr Simon Hawkins 07958 656705 

Treasurer Ms Yolan Search 01749 34285 

   

NORTH WOOTTON PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER 
Churchwardens Mrs Christine 

Raphael 
01749 890310 

 Mr Alistair Bovey 01749 707017 

http://www.stmaryscroscombechurch.org/


PCC Treasurer Mr Jeffrey Macklin 01749 890210 

PCC Secretary Mrs Elizabeth 
Lester 

01749 899559 

Editor, North 
Wootton News 

Mr Steve Ruddock 01749 890045 

 

The Appointment of our New Priest-In-Charge  
The following announcement from Archdeacon Anne Gell was made at the 
Benefice service in Ditcheat on October 5th. 
‘Following the recent interview, we are pleased to announce that the Bishop 
has appointed the Reverend James Sharp to the post of Priest in Charge of the 
Benefice of Pilton, North Wootton, Croscombe, Ditcheat with Alhampton, East 
Pennard and Pylle.  This appointment is subject to a satisfactory completion of 
the usual statutory checks made on all clergy taking up a new post. 
Details of a Service of Welcome will be announced in due course.’ 
 

BIBLE READINGS 
 2nd November  Ephesians1: 11-end  Luke 6: 20-31 
 9th November  Isaiah 2:1-5   Matthew 5: 43-48 
16th November  2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13  Luke 21: 5-19 
23rd November  Colossians 1: 11-20  Luke 23:33-43 
30th November  Isaiah 2: 1-5   Matthew 24: 36-44  
  

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICES 
Sunday 9th November  
In Pilton, starting at 10.55am, there will be a formal Act of Remembrance at 
the War Memorial; at the same time there will be a similar Act in the Parish 
Church for those who find the hill difficult. These will be followed by a United 
Remembrance Service in the Parish Church. 
In Croscombe there will be an Act of Remembrance in the Parish Church, 
starting at 10.55am and this will be followed by a Remembrance Service. 
At North Wootton there will be a Remembrance Service in the Church 
beginning with an Act of Remembrance at 10.55am.  
 

CHANGES IN SERVICE PATTERNS 
There are some changes in the service patterns at the three Parish Churches 
so do make sure that you check first. 



When we have a new priest-in-charge they will have seven churches so will not 
be able to cover the number of services, especially Communion services, as at 
present. There will be services in each church on most Sundays and some will 
be lay led.  The Churchwardens 
 

PILTON CHURCHES WORKING TOGETHER 
This month’s United Service takes place on Remembrance Sunday (details 
above) so there will be separate services on the third Sunday of November. 
  

ADVENT SUNDAY 
        Sunday 30th November 10.30am at St MARY’S CHURCH, 

CROSCOMBE 
A special service to mark the beginning of the church year 

with seasonal Advent readings and hymns. This is a service 
for our three parishes of Pilton, Croscombe and north Wootton. Everyone 
welcome. 
 

DATES FOR COMPLINE ON ZOOM 
on the following Sunday evenings: 
9th November 
23rd November 
If you would like further details about joining in this simple evening service, 
please contact rector.pcnd@gmail.com   
 

PUZZLING QUESTIONS will meet again during the four weeks in the 

Tuesdays of Advent: November 25th, December 2nd, 9th and 16th at 2.30pm in 
The New Room Coffee Shop at Pilton Methodist Church. We will be discussing 
the Women of the Nativity. Everyone is very welcome to join this informal 
Discussion Group. 
 
ABOUT PEOPLE 
Deaths 
The cremated remains of Winifred Tincknell of North Wootton were interred 
in North Wootton churchyard on 6th October. 
 
The cremated remains of Susan Russell of Croscombe were interred in 
Croscombe churchyard on 15th October.     

mailto:rector.pcnd@gmail.com


 
ONLINE SERVICES 
A weekly service with hymns and a sermon is available from the Church of 
England website.  
Please Google: CofE online services, 
Click on weekly service. There is no need to sign up. 
Scroll down and click on the picture for the service. 
 
 
DURING THE VACANCY when there is no Rector… 
… church life will go on. 
For any enquiries you can contact the Churchwardens in your own parish or 
the Reader Susan Green (890524). Their contact details are advertised every 
month in the magazines. You can also send any emails to 
rector.pcnd@gmail.com  These messages will be forwarded to someone to 
deal with. 
Safeguarding Officer for the Parish Churches: Susan Green (890524) or an 
email would be forwarded from rector.pcnd@gmail.com 
 

Pilton Methodist Church Services  
  
2nd November- David Parker  
9th November- Remembrance Service at the War Memorial and Parish Church 
10.50am 
16th November- Bethan Foister  
23rd November- Gwyneth Phillips  
30th November- Barry Speddings  
 
Chapel Services begin at 10.30am  
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PARISH CHURCH SERVICES 
 
 
November 2025  
 
 
2nd Nov All Saints’ Day    
10.30am        Benefice Holy Communion  North Wootton 
 
 9th Nov  Remembrance Sunday 
 10.55am      Acts of Remembrance    Pilton 

at the War Memorial and Parish Church  
followed by Remembrance Service  Parish Church 

10.55am         Remembrance Service   Croscombe 
10.55am         Remembrance Service   North Wootton 
 
16th Nov 2 before Advent 
 9.30am Holy Communion   Pilton 
11.00am Holy Communion       North Wootton 
 
23rd Nov Christ the King, Sunday next before Advent 
 9.30am Morning Service   Pilton 
11.00am Holy Communion   Croscombe 
11.00am Morning Service   North Wootton 
 
30th Nov Advent Sunday  
10.30am Benefice Advent Service   Croscombe  
 
 7th Dec Advent 2    
10.30am       Benefice Holy Communion  East Pennard 

  
 
 


