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Enquiries about material for The Roundabout 
Please send emails to the email address magazine@roundaboutnews.org.uk.  
All material in word or email please. Deadline for May edition is 20 Aril    

 

Data Protection Ruling 
We are grateful for material for The Roundabout, which we distribute in our 
villages and make available on websites. Please contact us if you have any 
concerns about GDPR 
 

Why is it called “The Roundabout” 
Well not a lot of people know this but between the parishes of Pilton, North 
Wootton and Croscombe there is a hill called The Roundabout. This hill is the 
only point with views over all three parishes. Thank you to Liam O’Farrell, a 
local Pilton artist - liamofarrell.com - for providing us with our cover image 
depicting the hill (Map reference ST 58506 43515) 

 

Welcome to the Community  
Welcome to any other newcomers in the villages, please let us know if you’d 
like us to include your name and details so we can all say hello  

 
Donations  
If you are able to make a donation, no matter how small, towards the running 
costs of The Roundabout Magazine, please e-mail us at 
magazine@roundaboutnews.org.uk  

 

Roundabout Team 

Pilton: Liz Richards, John Broxup and John Dikes (Distribution)  

Croscombe: Richard Cronin, Howard Sleap, Libby Morgan and Darryl Morgan  
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Welcome to April  
 
April heralds the arrival of Easter holidays, hot cross buns, chocolate appearing 
seemingly everywhere you look, the hedgerow full of colour and the fields full 
of livestock. Spring is in the air and also in spirit, April is a month that always 
feels slightly more cheerful, not because of the weather, but people seem to 
step with a bit more energy, recharged from the sunshine.  
 
That sense of movement is reflected across the villages. The Jumble Trail is 
coming up in May and Pilton Show planning is already underway in addition to 
the regular clubs and societies across the villages. The update from the 
Croscombe Village Hall, reminds us also of those that contribute their time and 
energy to the ongoing upgrades to the facilities where these community 
events take place and raise money to make these spaces welcoming and 
available for all to use. These events don’t just happen. They grow from 
conversations, ideas, volunteers, and the steady enthusiasm of people who 
want to keep village life lively. All these are reminders that in flourishing 
communities, it isn’t automation that keeps things going, it is animation. 
People creating moments that matter, people turning up and those that are 
prepared to step in and share ideas, energy and time.  
 
We are also delighted to have our new vicar, Revd James Sharp, now in place. 
His Vision Day on Sunday 31st May is a chance for everyone, not just 
churchgoers, to shape what comes next. The day begins with a community 
service at St John’s in Pilton, followed by lunch and workshops. The aim is 
simple. Celebrate what is already working well, then look honestly at where 
support is needed. It is an invitation to help create the kind of community you 
want to live in. 
 
April also brings opportunities to get outdoors and learn something new. The 
History Group in Pilton are sharing a story of the Strawberry Line, from its 
steam-powered past to its life as a greenway today, providing access with a 
new purpose, supported by fantastic volunteers. And if you want to refresh 
something practical this spring, the defibrillator training session offers a 
straightforward way to update your first-aid confidence. A small investment of 
time that could make a real difference one day 
Liz Richards 



PILTON 
What’s On in Pilton – April  

11th 4pm Grand National Live Pilton Stage  

12th 2-4pm Children’s World and Big Fam Disco Pilton Stage 

13th  7.30pm Pilton Village History Group Village Hall  

15th 10am Defibrillator Training Village Hall  

15th 6pm Parish Council Annual Meeting  Village Hall 

 7pm Pilton Parish Council April Meeting  Village Hall  

22nd Lunch Happy Circle: Birthday Celebration  

 

What’s On in Pilton – May 
4th 11 start Pilton Jumble Trail  Pilton Village 

9th 10.30am  Writers Retreat BA4 4PD 

11th 7.30pm Pilton Village History Group Village Hall  

15th Open 
House 

Christian Aid Open House The Austins 
The Brambles 

31st  Vision Day  Pilton Church 
 

Pilton has an abundance of groups, associations and energy. A sample of what 
is on offer is listed below and should anyone else have any ventures that are 
not included please let us know.   
 

Village Groups 
Allotment Association    Art Group   
ASBO (maintaining footpaths and bridleways) Bell Ringers   
Bridge      Dance    
Food Bank     Football 
Gabriels Orchard    Hand Bells  
Happy Circle     History Group   
Judo      Pilates   
Pilton Community Speedwatch    Pilton Craft Group 
Pilton Players     Pilton Playing Fields 
Pilton Show     Pilton Village Hall Trust 
Pilton Walks     Table Tennis   
Tai Chi      Tithe Barn  
Village Voices     Writers Group  
Ukulele      Yoga   



Defibrillator Training 
The trustees of the village hall are pleased to invite you to a defibrillator 
training course on 15th April at 10am in the village hall run by South West 
Ambulance Service. 
 
The session will last approximately 90 minutes and will include an opportunity 
for questions afterward. There is no fee for the training, however you can 
donate to the Ambulance Charity if you wish. It would be helpful to have an 
idea of numbers so if you feel you and any friends might attend kindly email 
us at secretarypvhall@gmail.com 
 
If you wish to take a coffee in with you please arrive early as we will hopefully 
have a large response to this invaluable training session. We look forward to 
welcoming you there. 
 

The Annual Pilton Bank Holiday Jumble Trail 
The Annual Pilton Bank Holiday Jumble Trail 
Monday 4th May – 11am Start 
Tables at the ready (umbrellas too…) the Pilton Village Jumble Trail returns for 
another brilliant Bank Holiday Monday! 
From 11am on Monday 4th May, stalls and refreshment stops will pop up all 
through the village: starting at the pub at the top of the hill, winding past Pilton 
Parish Church, and leading down to the Playing Fields Pavilion. Top Street, 
Bread Street and Shop Lane will once again be home to a treasure trove of 
jumble bargains. 
 
This year, all proceeds from the jumble trail will go to the Pilton Playing Field 
Trust. Helping to raise money for a well needed revamp of our village Pavilion. 
 
Everyone in the village and friends of Pilton are warmly invited to take part. 
If you’d like your stall included on the official Jumble Trail map (in return for a 
small donation), please register with the organisers before the end of April. 
A Facebook Events page will also be available for sign-ups. 
The Great Pilton Spring Clear-Out begins here… 
 
To register your stall, please contact: 
•     Tracey Mapstone — 07780 698952 
Happy jumbling! 



 

Bhopal Medical Appeal   
We’re happy to be doing our usual BMA stall, opening onto Pylle Road, for the 
village Jumble Trail on Bank Holiday Monday May 4th. In the words of Jared 
Stoughton, one of the charity’s organisers: 

‘The Bhopal Medical Appeal is a registered UK charity that provides free 
medical care to survivors of the 1984 Union Carbide gas disaster in Bhopal, 
India.  Founded in 1994 after an appeal in the Guardian, the proceeds were 
used to set up the Sambhavna Trust clinic. Recognising that medical drugs 
could take a further toll on the bodies of those with organ damage from 
exposure to Carbide’s toxins, Sambhavna has pioneered the use of traditional 
ayurvedic medicinal remedies, yoga therapy, and steam therapy alongside 
modern medicines. These remedies are created on-site using ingredients 
grown in their medicinal herb garden, and the centre is run on a sustainable 
model powered by solar energy and natural gas from recycled food waste. 
Since 2006, we also fund the Chingari Trust Children’s clinic, which provides 
physiotherapy, speech therapy, occupational therapy and special education to 
children with congenital disabilities from families affected by the gas disaster 
or subsequent water contamination.  More than 150 children attend each day 
to receive care, learn, and play.  

If you wish to support our work, even a small donation has the power to 
transform the life of a survivor of the world’s worst industrial disaster.’ 

Please donate items for sale or just come along to buy!  Smaller donations can 
be delivered or collected any time but storage space is limited for larger items 
until after Easter.    Preferably boxed (particularly if fragile) or bagged, please, 
for safe storage.    Please contact Fiona (01749 899125/07511 796903) or Jenny 
(01749 890465/07721 683321)   Thanks for your continued support. 

 
Pilton Happy Circle.  
Happy circle will be celebrating 47 years with a birthday lunch at a nearby 
restaurant. For more information please contact the committee at the 
beginning of April. Lunch will be on Wednesday 22nd. 
The committee will be in touch with our members with place and time. 
Freda Rachel and Janet. 



Pilton Parish Council  
You are respectfully asked to remove any outdated promotional materials 
from poles or village notice boards. 
The parish council have agreed to make a donation to Crime Stoppers. Keeping 
parishioners and their property safe is important for all councillors. We are still 
seeking people to help with neighbourhood watch. If you are interested, 
please speak to any councillor. 
The PPC Annual meeting will be held on Wednesday 15th April at 6 o’clock in 
the Worthy Room. The meeting will be followed by the April PPC meeting at 7. 
The Annual will discuss the recent housing needs survey. It is also your 
opportunity to ask questions of the council and discuss things you would like 
the council to focus on in our last year of the current council. 

Christian Aid Week this year will be 10 – 16 May 

This year the focus will be on the poorest country in 
the world, Burundi. Where over 70% of the 
population face hunger and poverty and many 
more lack necessities like electricity and water. 

There will again be events in our three villages. Please keep the dates: 

Saturday 9 May  – coffee morning at Kate Lewis’, Croscombe 
Sunday 10 May  – cream teas in North Wootton Village Hall 
Friday   15 May  -  Open House at the Austins, The Brambles, Pilton 
 (More details in the May Roundabout.) 

 
New Room Coffee Shop Pilton  
Pilton coffee shop is situated in Top Street, adjoining the Methodist church and 
is open Mon-Sat 10-12.30. The views are fantastic and the interior bright and 
airy. We offer a selection of cakes; bacon rolls and cheese toasties with a 
choice of teas and coffees. All profits made by the cafe are given to charities 
chosen by the volunteers and we also sell handmade accessories, so always 
check us out for your present shopping 

 
 
 



Pilton Village History Group  

Our talk on Monday, 13th April, at 7.30pm at Pilton 
Village Hall should be of interest to lots of people. 

 
"The Strawberry Line – from the steam age to its rebirth as a greenway", with 
Richard Jones 

As a campaign and as a multi-user path, the Strawberry Line is well known to 
local people living anywhere between Shepton Mallet and Cheddar, and 
beyond.  

This talk traces the origins of the railway route, from its Victorian beginnings 
to the Beeching closure in the 1960s, and its gradual redevelopment as a long-
distance shared-use path. 

Richard Jones is a trustee of the Strawberry Line Society, and volunteer 
coordinator for the section between Wells and Dulcote Hill. 

All Welcome   Members free, Visitors £4. 

Future meeting – 11th May 'Somerset v Hitler' with Mike Harvey of The Mendip 
Society 

Visit our amazing website - www.piltonhistory.org.uk 

 
The Pilton Show  
The Pilton Show will be held on September 5th 2026. The Team are cracking 
on in the early stages of organisation for the show - as always thoughts, ideas 
and suggestions are really welcome. Additional volunteers would be really 
welcome this year, so if you might have any available spare time please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch!  

Pilton Art Group  

We meet every Thursday afternoon 2 to 4 pm in the Chapel Cafe Top Street. 
We pursue our own artistic talents plus the occasional group creative 
challenge. Group visits to art galleries are always a pleasure. Do come and visit 
and see if our group is for you.  More info - Paula 01749 890323 

 

 

http://www.piltonhistory.org.uk/


Writers Group with The Write Assistant  

Every Tuesday 7pm - 9pm. Join us to write, chat with other writers, gain advice 
from me, a professional writer and socialise with a cup of tea! 
Please contact Nicola on 07955744331 or thewriteassistant.co.uk for more 
details and the sign up form! £10 ticket includes free tea, coffee and biscuits.  
Please pre-book so I know how many biscuits to buy! You can pre-book up until 
the day of the event.  

 
May Writers Retreat: 
Writers Retreat Day organised by The Write Assistant  
Unlock your potential with a Writers Retreat.  
With guided exercises and freeflow writing, get back to nature, channel your 
thoughts and get the creative mill grinding.  
Venue Postcode BA44PD, on the 9th May 2026 
Please contact Nicola on 07955744331 or thewriteassistant.co.uk for more 
details and the sign up form! 

 
Pilton Walks  

Over the past 6 months between 15-25 people have 
walked regularly with Pilton Walks. We plan & lead local 
walks, once or twice a month, around the local area. Mud, 
stiles, kissing gates, cattle, sheep & the occasional deer are 
seen. We walk about 4 miles in 2 hours, stopping on route 
for a snack/drink. We have a Facebook page called Pilton 
Walks & a WhatsApp group for those who don't use FB. 

Everyone is welcome to join & many of us bring our dogs. For further 
information please check the Pilton Walks Facebook page.  

 
Perfect Curve Fitness & Dance Classes at Pilton Pavilion 

Wednesday’s Dance 4 Fun - 18.30 - 19.30pm  

Thursday Pilates - 9.30 - 10.30am  

For full weekly timetable and workshop information please 
email: sarahhenderson08@hotmail.co.uk  

or visit our Facebook page  
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The Crown Pilton 
Opening Hours   Food  

Monday  Closed  
Tuesday  4pm – 10pm  
Wednesday  12 – 11pm    Fish and Chips  4 – 8pm  

Eat in or takeaway 
Thurs – Sat  12 – 11pm  Lunch  12 – 2.30pm 
     Dinner  5.30 – 9pm 
Sunday   12 – 9pm  Roast Lunch 12 – 4pm 

 

The Crown – April Events  
Wed 1st Apr:  5:00–9:00 PM – Fish & Chips Eat in or takeaway 

7:00 PM – Have I Got Booze for You? Pilton’s very own quiz 
night, hosted by Reg £2 per person 

 
Thurs 2nd Apr:  5:30–8:30 PM – Burger Night 2 burgers + 2 drinks for £35 
Tues 7th Apr:  5.30-8.30pm – Taco Tuesday  
Wed 8th Apr:  5:00–9:00 PM – Fish & Chips Eat in or takeaway 

8:00 PM – Folk night 
Thurs 9th Apr: 5:30–8:30 PM – Burger Night 2 burgers + 2 drinks for £35 
Fri 10th Apr: 6:00 PM – A Pound for the Sound. A celebration of 

alternative music culture 
Tues 14th Apr:  5.30-8.30pm – Taco Tuesday  
Wed 15th Apr: 5:00–9:00 PM – Fish & Chips Eat in or takeaway 

7:00 PM – Pilton Pop Quiz. Hosted by Quiz Master Reg 
£2 per person 

Thurs 16th Apr: 5:30–8:30 PM – Burger Night 2 burgers + 2 drinks for £35 
Tues 21st Apr:  5.30-8.30pm – Taco Tuesday  
Wed 22nd Apr: 5:00–9:00 PM – Fish & Chips Eat in or takeaway 
Thurs 23rd Apr: 5:30–8:30 PM – Burger Night 2 burgers + 2 drinks for £35 
Fri 24th Apr:  6:00 PM – A Pound for the Sound A celebration of alternative 

music culture 
Tues 28th Apr:  5.30-8.30pm – Taco Tuesday  
Wed 29th Apr: 5:00–9:00 PM – Fish & Chips Eat in or takeaway 

7:30 PM – Pilton’s Big Comedy Night Out  
Tickets available on website 

Thurs 30th Apr: 5:30–8:30 PM – Burger Night 2 burgers + 2 drinks for £35 
 8.00pm – Open Mic Night  



The Pilton Stage and Village Hall  
 
The Pilton Stage is open Tuesday – Sunday serving a range of drinks 
Tues – Thurs  6pm – 11pm  
Friday  6pm – 10pm  
Saturday  2pm – 11pm  
Sunday   12pm – 6pm  

April at The Pilton Stage brings The Grand National ‘Live’ on the Big Screen at 
4pm on Saturday 11th, followed on Sunday 12th by the Return of ‘Children’s 
World and the Big Fam Disco’. This is an interactive fun filled DJ Experience 
musical afternoon for children of all ages. Running from 2pm - 4pm together 
with a break out area for graffiti art and one to one DJ tuition. An additional 
‘quiet chill out room’ will also be available. Children must be accompanied by 
a parent or guardian. 

Sunday lunches will not be effected starting as usual at 12.00pm. 

At 7.00pm on Monday 13th The History Group present another interesting fact 
filled talk, this time covering ‘The Strawberry Line from the steam age to its 
rebirth as a Greenway’. 

Our Figure Drawing classes are becoming increasingly popular. These are held 
monthly but places must be pre booked by first contacting Lucy on 
07912619731. Please keep an eye on our local Facebook page ‘The Pilton Page’ 
for further details. 

For more information about these and other events please check the website 
thepiltonstage.com 

Natcha's kitchen serves Thai food on both Thursdays and Fridays between 
6.00pm and 8.30pm and Sunday lunch is from midday to 2.30pm. To reserve 
tables and to pre order please call 07706134132.  

 
 
 



Co-op 
We are extremely fortunate to have a Co-op, a brand which focuses on social 
responsibility in the village. This shop gives huge benefits to us as residents 
and the other local communities. Currently it is open from 8am -8pm every day 
and offers a good selection of groceries and household goods. 
The shop also includes a Post Office with banking facilities, which is amazing 
for a village like ours. To survive the shop and Post Office need our support, so 
where it is practical a gesture goes out to you all, please use it don’t lose it! 

 
Village Voices Community Choir  
Village Voices Community Choir is a friendly group who just enjoying singing! 
All abilities and ages are welcome. We meet weekly on a Tuesday evening, 7:30 
- 9:00 pm at The Cafe Rooms in the Methodist Chapel, Top Street, Pilton BA4 
4DG.  
There's no charge for your first evening with us so you can "try before you buy" 
and it's only £5 per session after that. Our terms roughly fall in-line with the 
"School Calendar".  Harvey Brink is our Music Director (Deputy Director of 
music at Wells Cathedral School), who brings the best out of us by simply 
making our choir sessions fun.    
Do drop me an email if there is anything else you wish to ask or pop into one 
of our sessions. We look forward to meeting you. Shirley (Admin) 
villagevoices22@btinternet.com 

 
Pilton Table Tennis Players 
Established in 2023, Pilton Table Tennis Club meets in the sports pavilion at 
the Playing Fields on Monday evenings. 
Welcoming all abilities, we play a mix of doubles and singles across the 
evening, between 5.15pm and 9pm, in an easy going, friendly atmosphere. 
We are hoping to welcome more players and maybe a volunteer or two to help 
with opening and closing up. To find out more, you can message or call Thom 
(07375 625 256) or Chris (07967 754530) or email piltontt@gmail.com 
 
Or just turn up on a Monday after 5.15pm! Weekly subs are £5, and your first 
session is free. Loaner bats are available. 
Table tennis is a lovely way to keep fit and have fun. We hope to see you there. 

 

mailto:piltontt@gmail.com


Update from Tessa Munt, MP for Pilton, Croscombe and 
North Wootton 

Hello everyone, 
Thank you! Many of you wrote to me about 
banning social media for the under 16s. This is 
beyond party politics. The Government must do 
more to hold social media companies to account 
for protecting our children and young people, 
whose health and welfare should come before 
these giants’ mega-profits. 

Here in Somerset, I joined a South West Ambulance Service crew on shift. It 
was humbling to spend time with this dedicated team and I learned a lot about 
their jobs. The Health Secretary praised our Ambulance Service in Parliament 
for its improved response times in December.  
Whilst at A&E, local Paramedic Science graduates explained how difficult it was 
to find a job. Only 8 of 120 graduates from their year at Uni found work in their 
chosen field. Back in Westminster, I questioned the Health Secretary about this 
problem, which he acknowledged.  
In Parliament, I’ve asked the Cancer Minister about collecting data so we 
understand cancer treatment waiting times better – often radiotherapy is 
followed by surgery or by a course of drugs, but only the first treatment target 
is measured which distorts the statistics for response times.  
I voiced my dismay at yet another Government apology for WASPI women as 
Ministers decided not to pay a penny in compensation for the mistreatment of 
this group. At £1,000 to £2,950 for each woman affected, it’s hardly a high cost 
for justice.  
I’ve also asked about:  
* building on flood plains and the risk to future insurance cover for homes  
* Parole Board hearings, an alleged leak of Court reporting data, planned 
reductions in jury trials 
* freehold and leasehold changes for residents in care-led retirement living 
apartments  
* MPs’ votes on the Gibraltar Treaty  
* treatment for those with severe and very severe ME 
*releasing the records relating to Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor’s 
appointment as a UK Trade Envoy 
*ceasing Bereavement Support Payments after 18 months for widowed 
parents, especially those with very young children 



If you have a concern or question, please contact me or come to a ‘surgery’. 
The most local venues are below, but a quick call to my office will ensure you 
have the full list: 
Saturday 4th April from 08:30 to 10:00 at Coffee#1, Wells 
Tuesday 7th April from 18:30 to 19:30 at The George, Croscombe 
Saturday 11th April from 12:30 to 13:30 at The Hive Craft Café, Shepton Mallet 
No appointment is necessary - it’s first come, first served. If you can’t come to 
meet me, I’ll come to see you. 
Thank you. 
Tessa 
You can contact me: 
Call:     01934 440639 (answerphone outside office hours) 
Email:  tessa.munt.mp@parliament.uk 
Post:    Tessa Munt Freepost (you won’t need a stamp!) 
To keep updated on my work as your MP, find me on Facebook, Instagram, 
Bluesky and LinkedIn. 
You can also contact your Somerset Councillors for Pilton: 
Cllr Claire Sully  07970 009557 claire.sully@somerset.gov.uk  
Cllr Rob Reed  07974 399280 rob.reed@somerset.gov.uk 
Your Somerset Councillors for Croscombe: 
Cllr Martin Lovell 07506 562433 martin.lovell@somerset.gov.uk 
Cllr Bente Height 07876 414207 bente.height@somerset.gov.uk 
Your Somerset Councillors for North Wootton: 
Cllr Heather Shearer 07918 760789 heather.shearer@somerset.gov.uk 
Cllr Ros Wyke  07881 502409 ros.wyke@somerset.gov.uk 
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         A-Tanks 
Suppliers and Installers of all 

underground tanks and drainage 

Products 

Septic tanks, Pumping Station 

Sewage treatment plants 

Cesspools, Rainwater recycling units 

Discharge consents obtained 

Tel: 07906991770 

donb@a-tanks.co.uk  www.a-tanks.co.uk 

mailto:donb@a-tanks.co.uk
http://www.a-tanks.co.uk/


 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



  



Ads 

The Roundabout Magazine is unable to guarantee the proficiency and 
qualification of advertisers. We recommend checking the advertiser’s 
authentication and certification before employment.  

Adverts on the Small Ads page can be changed every month. We charge 50p 
per Roundabout line per month. 

¶ Daniel’s garden maintenance. Lawns cut, seeded, turfed. Hedges cut, 

garden clearance, Patio-laying, jet-washing, fencing plus fence painting. 

Weeding. Call Daniel, 672832 or 07936 583986  

¶ Daniel’s property maintenance Roof repairs. Gutters cleaned, repaired and 

renewed. Interior and exterior painting and much more. Call Daniel 672832 

or 07936 583986  

¶ Give your garden a treat. 2-year-old well-rotted horse manure sold by sack 

or load. 100% organic. Contact 890582  

¶ Piano Tuition Ex music examiner welcomes all ages and grades (incl. 

diploma) lessons in Pilton. Call Barbara Murray 07799 383546/890193  

¶ Property/ pet sitter available. Long/ short stays. No animal too big or small 

(yet :-) ) Call Mel, 07565 760361.  

¶ Stonemason, Property repairs, Restorations, Garden and landscapes. 30+ 

years’ experience. Call Lee or Mandy on 07821302290 for help or advice.  

¶ Dave Cox – Handyman and odd jobs service. 07919 584737  

¶ Flute, Clarinet and Saxophone Lessons. For further information please 

phone 890193 or 07769 900842.   

¶ Key Whizz Auto Locksmith Need spare or new car or van keys? locked out 

of your vehicle? Then please give us a call on 07918459893  

¶ Self-catering log cabin Studio available for short or long term Lets in 

Croscombe. Contact 07471100757 

¶ Castle Cary Guitar Lessons www.johncalcott.com 

¶ House cleaner: I'm looking for cleaning home and window cleaning and 

gardening work. For more detail ring me on 07345195358 

 

 

http://www.johncalcott.com/


CROSCOMBE 
 

What’s On in Croscombe – April   
5th 8pm Quiz Night The George Inn 

7th 7pm Parish Council Meeting Village Hall  

11th 7pm Croscombe Frolics – Murder Mystery Village Hall  

13th 7pm  Film Night Village Hall  

16th 2.15pm Senior Citizens Village Hall 

18th 10 – 12  Coffee Morning Village Hall  

 

What’s On in Croscombe – May 
9th TBC Christian Aid Coffee Morning Kate Lewis  

7th 7pm Parish Council Meeting Village Hall  

16th 7pm Croscombe Orchestra Concert Village Hall  

 

Croscombe Village Hall Film Night Monday April 13th. 
The Choral, certification 15  

1916. As war rages on the Western Front, the Choral society in Ramsden 
Yorkshire has lost most of its men to the army but the ambitious committee 
are determined to press ahead and decide to recruit local young men to their 
ranks. As conscription papers start to arrive the community discovers that the 
best response to chaos is to make music together. Starring Ralph Fiennes. 
7.00pm for 7.30 start . Admission £7.00 bar available. 
 

Croscombe Village Hall Coffee Morning 
Saturday April 18th - 10 to 12am Delicious Home made Cakes. 

Freshly brewed coffee, delicious home made cakes and savouries. Book stall 
and raffle. All welcome. 

 

Postage Stamps - I am still collecting postage stamps - used, unused, U.K. 

and foreign for charity (RSPB at present). They can be left at my house - Livadia, 

Fayre Way, Croscombe. Charities are always grateful for donations.  Many 

thanks for those received recently.  Janet Dowding 

 



Voice of the Villages – Howard Sleap 
 

When Pat and I moved to Croscombe over 40 years ago we decided that we 
should try to join in village activities so, when we saw a poster announcing a 
meeting for those interested in a pantomime we went along. We expected to 
be backstage or front of house; instead we landed parts and this led to us 
being drawn into Croscombe and Dinder Frolics. 

In those days Frolics did far more than amateur dramatics although they did 
some Reviews in Dinder hut. There was the annual Croscombe Hill Run, a 
summer silly event such as the search for the source of the River Sheppy, a 
medieval banquet in the Landmark Trust property off Church Street and we 
provided a Village Christmas Tree. On Boxing Day we put on a performance 
on the back of a curtain-sider truck parked across the bottom of Rock Street. 
Notable shows had been a Wild West Show and the rescue of a maiden from 
a wicked knight. The ones that we remember were The Sound of Music, The 
Jungle Book and a Miss World contest. Changes in the law put paid to Boxing 
Day as road closure acts and the need for more marshals than we had 
members allied with diminishing numbers thanks to the Sales starting on 
Boxing Day. The Hill run went as many of the runners were concentrating 
their efforts on training for the London Marathon and the medieval banquet 
became unviable because of rising costs. We tried it in the Village Hall but it 
didn’t have the same atmosphere. 

For a few years we did an Afternoon Tea, initially in the gardens of Parsonage 
House and then at the Old Rectory. These proved popular but became too 
much of the same thing. Again, for a few years, we ran a Clay Pigeon shoot 
which also proved popular mainly for its cooked breakfasts as much as 
anything. 

Over the years we have continued to put on reviews from time to time and 
presented short comedy plays and farces. Continuing in that tradition in 
recent times there have been the Murder Mysteries. Still, it was with 
considerable regret that we had to cancel the pantomime this year as we had 
no director, musical director, lead props person or costumier. We have 
always tried to put on pantos not just for the entertainment but to develop 
confidence amongst the youngsters of the village. 

  
 

 



Village Hall News  
There has been a lot of activity at the village hall these last few months 

• The wire boundary fencing has been repaired; thank you to Croscombe 

School for contributing £300 towards this project. 

• We have added a new safety fencing around the drop at the back of 

the Foyle room and chair store, which not only looks good, but will add 

to the safety of the hall. 

• The Frolics have kindly paid for Pipe and Drape back drop stand which 

was successfully used by the school at their nativity play. It will also be 

very useful for weddings, parties and other events. Thank you Frolics 

and we wish you well with your Murder Mystery in April. 

Our recent grant applications have got off to a good start with a local charitable 

fund offering us £3000 towards to Solar PV project . This offer is open for 12 

months, so to receive this grant we must have raised the outstanding amount 

and complete the project by March 2027. There is still a lot of work to raise the 

full amount of £24,000 but we are hopeful that we will be successful. We are 

waiting on other submitted applications and will be applying for several more. 

Some smaller grant funds are held by local organisations or families. These 

grants tend not to be advertised and are only discovered through word of 

mouth. If you know of any of these types of grants, please let the village hall 

know and we will check out whether we would be eligible to apply. As fuel 

prices are likely to rise further, the Solar PV project is becoming even more 

urgent, our goal is to reduce our energy costs and keep the Village Hall 

affordable for all. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank some of the wonderful 

villagers who have been supporting us and helping with the ongoing fund 

raising. Michael and Gill Flack, Jamie Bevan, Liz Lewis, Lisa Western, Pam Keen 

and Alison Hodges for our friendly monthly coffee mornings with amazing 

cakes. Also thank you to Imelda and Ian North for the Mendip Arts coffee and 

a well stocked Film Night bar. These events would not be possible without you 

all, thank you. If anyone would like to join our team of helpers or join the 

committee you will be most welcome. Please speak to one of the committee 

at any of our events or contact Pauline.drew@hotmail.co.uk 



Village Hall 100 Club 
The Village Hall 100 Club is still open to new members , at £12per year. This 
monthly draw for £15 & £25, with an extra draw in June & December of £50. 
Payments can be made with cash, Cheque or BACS. If paying by BACS or cash 
please email the treasurer on croscombevhtreasurer@gmail.com with your 
address, so we can deliver winnings. Those who have already joined & paid by 
BACS , please could you email your address as we missed some. Thank you. 

 

Croscombe Orchestral Concert 
The concert given by Jim and Suzanne Swainson and friends on March 8th was 

a joyful event. Will Harris enthralled us all with his stunning performance of 

the Haydn Cello Concerto and the orchestra, conducted by Jim Swainson, was 

in superb form throughout the evening. Special thanks to Jim and Suzanne for 

all their work in preparation for the concert. 

The Wells Branch of Save the Children would like to thank all who supported 

the event and helped raise the splendid total of £1449.61. 

 

Croscombe Village Orchestra, Spring Concert  
Saturday 16th May at 7:00pm  Croscombe Village Hall 

Beethoven Overture “Consecration of the House” 

Schumann Piano Concerto ( soloist Xavier Taschini) 

Mozart Symphony No 39 K.543 

Tickets: £5 adults, £2 under 14s; available on the door 

Interval with raffle and refreshments 

 

Christian Aid Week this year will be 10 – 16 May 
This year the focus will be on the poorest country in the 
world, Burundi. Where over 70% of the population face 
hunger and poverty and many more lack necessities like 

electricity and water. There will again be events in our three villages. More 
details in the May Roundabout, in the meantime please keep the dates: 
Saturday 9 May  – coffee morning at Kate Lewis’, Croscombe 
Sunday 10 May  – cream teas in North Wootton Village Hall 
Friday   15 May  -  Open House at the Austins, The Brambles, Pilton 



Senior Citizens  
For our February meeting we had a local lady, named Karen, come and give a 

talk on the history of Field House, in Shepton Mallet. She is actually the 

manager there. 

It was originally called Moorland Villa with plans to change in 1840 by the Aglin 

family. In 1872 it was taken over by Joseph Allen & Sons, cheese and corn 

merchants in the high street, Shepton Mallet. From that time was the 

introduction of snowdrops in the town by John Allen who became known as 

the snowdrop king. In 1902 Mr and Lady Berryman (brother and sister) then 

owned Field House and helped many in need adults and children. In 1956 

Francis Berryman bequeathed the property for the elderly of Shepton Mallet 

with £12,908 to refurbish it into a home for eleven people in need. 1991 

Somerset Care took it over and Karen became manager. It is a not for profit 

making establishment, no shareholders, all money goes back into the building 

and residents. It now has 36 rooms all singularly occupied with most being 

ensuite. Recently two residents celebrated their 103rd birthdays. 

Karen passed around many photos from past and present of the building and 

it's surroundings. It contains substantial grounds and lovely gardens including 

a vegetable garden which residents are encouraged to help if they so wish. 

It was a wonderful history of this unique property with a big thank you to Karen 

for going to so much trouble. It was followed by our usual homemade biscuits 

from one of our members, Barbara and a well earned cup of tea. 

Lyn Manvill 07780 661 327  

 

Senior citizens April meeting  
Our next meeting is 16th April when Mr Jeremiah will be giving a talk on Life 

on the Amature Stage. It is at 2.15pm in Croscombe village hall all welcome. 

Lyn Manvill 07780 661 327  

 

 

 

 



The George Croscombe 
What’s Happening  @ The George Croscombe  Tel 01749 342306 
Family-run for over 25 years 2000 - 2026 
Open Mon-Sat  8am - 3pm, 5pm - 11pm  
Sundays  8am - 5pm  
Food served 8am - 2pm, 5-8pm (not Sunday evenings) 
 
NEW  -- Every Wednesday all day Somerset Steak Specials 

 

Quizzers Needed! 
The last couple of months, the numbers have been down on our monthly quiz 

at the George, Croscombe. This is our main fundraising event which happens 

during the winter months. It's held on the first Sunday in each month starting 

at 8pm. Great quizzing, great fun & great raffles! 

Next quiz Sunday 1st March, followed by Sunday 5th April. 

Please come & join us!! 

 

April Poem 
I watched a blackbird on a budding sycamore 
One Easter Day, when sap was stirring twigs to the core; 
        I saw his tongue, and crocus-coloured bill 
        Parting and closing as he turned his trill; 
        Then he flew down, seized on a stem of hay, 
And upped to where his building scheme was under way, 
As if so sure a nest was never shaped on spray. 
Thomas Hardy 
 

April Quote 
We have two ears and one mouth so that we can listen twice as much as we 
speak  
Epictetus  
 

 

 



Croscombe Directory 
Welcome to the all-new Croscombe Directory – a handy, easy to read guide to 
what’s going on in the village. If your group or event is not listed here and you 
would like it included please email Libby Morgan 
(libbymorgan65@btinternet.com). Alternatively, if you are included and need 
anything added/altered then please also get in touch.  

 
Allotment Association 
Looking to grow your own vegetables, meet like-minded people, and enjoy the 

outdoors? We have 3m x 9m plots available at our welcoming Croscombe site. 

The plots are affordable, there is water on site, with a shared shed and tea 

station for a cuppa and a chat. The allotment holders are a friendly, 

knowledgeable community who are ready to help and we have seasonal socials 

throughout the year. Whether you’re a beginner or an experienced grower, 

there’s a warm welcome waiting for you. Get growing with us — we’d love to 

have you! 

Contact: Bruce Rawlinson  07707529775 
 
Bell Ringers 
We practise most Monday evenings at St Mary's, Croscombe from 19:30 to 
21:00. There are eight members of the band, but we often have one or two 
ringers from Wells and Wookey. We aim to ring for all Sunday services at 
Croscombe, and also for any special national events (Coronation, VE Day etc). 
Due to the nature of the ancient art of bell ringing, our practices are always a 
public performance! 
Contact: Helen Brown helenbrown1998@gmail.com Ken Brown 
ken98b@gmail.com 
 
Church Flower Arrangers 
We are a group of (mainly women, but there is a man who puts in the 

occasional appearance) who arrange window and altar flowers, some on a 

regular basis, others for the big events, Easter, Harvest Festival,  Christmas the 

occasional wedding and funeral.  We are all volunteers and many use flowers 

from their own gardens, but that isn’t a necessity. We would love you to join 

us, no experience is necessary, if you can put a bunch of daffodils in a vase they 

you would be very, very welcome.   

Contact: Louise Tully chateautully@btinternet.com 

mailto:libbymorgan65@btinternet.com
mailto:helenbrown1998@gmail.com
mailto:chateautully@btinternet.com


Church Key Rota Volunteers 

Our beautiful C15th Church, which is an architecturally acknowledged 

treasure, (Pevsner described it as "one of the most complete cases of the 

survival of Jacobean church furnishings in the county”) is open every day for 

visitors who often come specifically to the village to view its significant carving.  

Several village volunteers are responsible for the locking of the Church each 

evening (the morning opening is covered by one person), it’s usually about two 

weeks each year.  We lock generally at dusk depending on personal 

commitments and if you find you cannot fulfil your week then we swap around 

but I am the backstop. If you feel you would like to be added to the list, please 

contact me … many hands make light work. 

Contact: Louise Tully chateautully@btinternet.com 

 

Community orchard group 

Croscombe Community Orchard is a burgeoning orchard of young trees largely 

sponsored by members of the Croscombe community comprising varieties of 

apple, pear, cherry and plum. A dedicated group of volunteers manage and 

maintain the plot on Thrupe Lane just south of the Croscombe burial ground. 

Contact: Louise Tully chateautully@btinternet.com 

 

The Dream Team 

We are a group of five local women who organise one or two fundraising 
evenings each year. We never do the same event twice so expect the 
unexpected and be prepared to join in the fun! Thanks to the generosity of 
everyone who supports us we have raised money for local charities such as the 
Shepton and Wells food banks and Children’s hospice south west, as well as 
for the village playground and Ukraine. We meet regularly to plot and plan our 
next fundraiser (possibly over a glass of wine or two!) and we are always on 
the lookout for volunteers to help on the night of the event. Do get in touch if 
this appeals to you- it’s hard work but a lot of fun. Contact: Mary Cadogan 
marylucia.cadogan@gmail.com Hilary Cain  Hilary.cain@gmail.com 
 
Film Night and Coffee Morning 
Regular film night and coffee mornings (usually monthly) are held at the village 
hall and these are advertised in the Roundabout and on Facebook 
Contact: Pauline Drew pauline.drew@hotmail.co.uk Mike Dowell 
Micdowell@aol.com  

mailto:chateautully@btinternet.com
mailto:chateautully@btinternet.com
mailto:marylucia.cadogan@gmail.com
mailto:Hilary.cain@gmail.com
mailto:pauline.drew@hotmail.co.uk


 
Frolics/Take Art 
We are an Am-dram group who put on a February traditional family panto and 
other ad-hoc shows and also host occasional professional theatre and dance 
via Take Art. Anyone interested in getting involved on stage, back-stage, front-
of-house, tech etc etc please do get in touch to hear more 
Contact: Howard Sleap h.sleap@btinternet.com Richard Cronin  
richard.cronin567@btinternet.com 
 
Fun Day 
A day in the village  for the village, held in the summer. There’s lots of variety 
including a range of market stalls and activities, a bouncy castle, skittle alley, 
barbeque, live music – all of it run by volunteers. More volunteers always 
welcome and it’s a great way to meet the village if you’re new. 
Contact: Nick Fowler fowlernj1@sky.com (or contact on Facebook messenger) 
 
OAPs and Children’s Fund 
A not-for-profit fundraising group which supports the OAPs and Children in the 
village. All funds raised pay for the OAPs Christmas dinner and the annual 
summer coach trip to Weymouth. Funds raised for the children include funding 
the bouncy castle and barbeque at the Fun Day. Father Christmas is also invited 
to visit the village and gifts are provided for the children. Fundraising events 
include a harvest auction which is held at the pub. 
Contact: Nick Fowler fowlernj1@sky.com (or contact on Facebook messenger)  
Imelda North Iann4848@gmail.com 
 
The Parish Church of The Blessed Virgin Mary, Croscombe 
We are the Parish Church for Croscombe. At the moment we hold Sunday 
services at least twice a month - usually the second and fourth Sunday. Details 
appear each month on the back page of Roundabout and on our Church Near 
You website. Use your internet browser to search for achurchnearyou, then 
select A Church Near You, enter your BA5 postcode, choose address option, 
click right arrow, select Croscombe: The Blessed Virgin Mary. Our village school 
also holds its services in the church several times each year. St Mary’s is a 
Grade 1 listed building and well worth a visit 
 
 
 

mailto:h.sleap@btinternet.com
mailto:fowlernj1@sky.com
mailto:fowlernj1@sky.com
mailto:Iann4848@gmail.com


 
Play Area Working Group 
We are a group of parishioners who are involved in improving and maintaining 
the children’s play area. This involves finding out what options are available, 
determining what the children would benefit from most, fundraising, arranging 
quotations and organising contractors to undertake any new works. If you have 
any ideas, fundraising opportunities, or want to be involved in any way then 
please get in touch. 
Contact: Ben Gudzelak cllr.gudzelak@croscombeparishcouncil.co.uk 
 
Senior Citizens  
A group that meets once a month, the 3rd Thursday of each month, in the 
village hall at 2.15pm. It is for more senior members to get together where we 
have light entertainment, quizzes, talks, meals etc. a general couple of hours 
to meet up with friends, make new friends and spend an afternoon together. 
We always finish with a cup of tea and biscuits, very often homemade ones 
kindly supplied by one of our members.   
Contact: Lyn Manvill 07780 661 327 or lynmanvill@gmail.com  
 
Sequence dancing 
We meet every week in Croscombe village hall at 8pm to 10pm on a Tuesday. 
The cost is £2.50 pp which includes a tea/coffee and biscuits at half time.  We 
do not actually teach but are only too willing to help anyone who would like to 
learn. It is good exercise and a good memory booster. A very social group and 
we always welcome new members . 
Contact: Lyn Manvill lynmanvill@gmail.com 
 
Tai Chi 
Held on Mondays at  Croscombe Village Hall between 10.30-11.30. Tai Chi is an 
easy exercise available to all. It improves balance and coordination, as well as 
relaxes and enhances health and wellbeing. We are a friendly group sharing 
some gentle exercise together. The moves may be performed standing or 
seated and are suitable for all ages and abilities. We end the lesson with a 
cuppa and biscuit for those who can stay a little longer. 
Contact: Jan Hodge  hodgejan@icloud.com 
 
 
 

mailto:cllr.gudzelak@croscombeparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:lynmanvill@gmail.com
mailto:hodgejan@icloud.com


 
Suppers at The Cross 
The Cross at Croscombe is more than just your local award winning B&B. On a 
regular basis it holds suppers and is very lucky to have the talented culinary 
wizard Kate Hunter cooking at these events Kate started her catering career 
with an apprenticeship at the 3 starred Michelin restaurant, Le Gavroche, 
under the tutorship of Albert Roux. Cheffing for luxury yachts and private 
resorts in the Caribbean, the Jockey Club in Saratoga, and European Villas 
followed.  Since settling in Croscombe Kate’s ongoing passion for the culinary 
arts has seen her skills much sought after for private lunches, dinners and 
weddings. Kate sources many of her organic ingredients from local markets, by 
foraging and by growing her own vegetables. The evenings start off with 
complimentary drinks and nibbles followed by a seasonal set 3 course meal 
(vegetarian options are available). The Cross dining room is the perfect size to 
create a welcoming and warm atmosphere. There is even a covered walled 
garden to enjoy your pre dinner drinks and meet your fellow diners. For more 
information visit www.info@cross-croscombe.co.uk and if you sign up to my 
e-newsletter I will keep you up to date with future supper dates and menus. 
There are also opportunities for private functions to be held which can be 
tailored for your needs. 
Contact: www.info@cross-croscombe.co.uk 01749 343352 Terri 
 
Village email  
The purpose is to send out information from the police Neighbourhood Watch 
and village organisations including allowing villagers to offer items for sale or 
put individual notices out to others. If you would like your email address added 
please get in touch.  
Contact: Chris Jackson  cj1311@gmail.com 
 
Village Hall  
Croscombe village hall hosts a wide range of clubs and societies and offers a 
venue for weddings and parties. The management committee provide regular 
film nights and coffee mornings to support funding for the hall. We welcome 
new members joining us on the committee either as trustees or volunte  
Contact: Katharine Little. Bookings, Caretaker katharinegarvey@hotmail.com 
Pauline Drew Chair 
 
 

http://www.info@cross-croscombe.co.uk
mailto:katharinegarvey@hotmail.com


 
Village Orchestra     
We have been encouraging people in Croscombe and surrounding area to 
make music together and explore the orchestral  repertoire since 1975!  
Practices are   Every Friday from 7.15 till 9.00pm in Croscombe village hall. We 
do two concerts each year, one in January and the other in May. There are also 
others by invitation. The orchestra welcomes new players of any age.  
Contact: Tony Bevan  arbevan@icloud.com 
 
Village Voices from Croscombe 
We would love to start a page for Village voices from Croscombe. If you would 
like to contribute a short piece about your life in the village then please contact 
Libby Morgan by email on libbymorgan65@btinternet.com. Alternatively, if 
you would like to nominate someone whose voice you would like to hear 
please drop her an email saying who it is. 
 
West Shepton Short Mat Bowls Club  
Short mat bowls is a version of the outdoor game but played indoors on green 
mats. It is a very user- friendly and relaxing game and is played by people of 
most ages. We meet at Croscombe Village Hall every Thursday from 2 to 4 pm 
and from 7 to 9 pm. Membership is £30 per year and we pay £3 to play and 
have breaks for free drinks and biscuits at each session.  We are a friendly lot 
and welcome newcomers. I am the Secretary and can be contacted by email 
( patandjerry65@yahoo.com ), mobile ( 0790 161 0369 ) or landline ( 01749 
595140 ).  Jerry Jeremiah, Secretary. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:arbevan@icloud.com
mailto:libbymorgan65@btinternet.com
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NORTH WOOTTON 
WHAT’S ON IN NORTH WOOTTON 

Village Events: 
¶ Quiz Night: The 3rd Tuesday of Every Month at the Crossways Hotel,  7pm 

start, £2 pp on the night.  All Welcome. 

Crossways Inn 2026 Restaurant Specials: 
·        Monday   Thai Curry Night £14.00 
·        Tuesday   Pie Night £15.00 (4 different choices) 
·        Wednesday  Nepalese Night £18.00 
·        Thursday   Curry Night £12.00 
·        Friday   Steak Night £18.00 
·        Saturday   Bottomless Brunch £3.00 – 12:30pm – 3:00pm  
Reservations Recommended enquiries@thecrossways.co.uk    01749 899 000 
 

Christian Aid Week this year will be 10 – 16 May 

This year the focus will be on the poorest country in 
the world, Burundi. Where over 70% of the 
population face hunger and poverty and many 
more lack necessities like electricity and water. 

There will again be events in our three villages. Please keep the dates: 

Saturday 9 May  – coffee morning at Kate Lewis’, Croscombe 
Sunday 10 May  – cream teas in North Wootton Village Hall 
Friday   15 May  -  Open House at the Austins, The Brambles, Pilton 
 (More details in the May Roundabout.) 
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AROUND AND ABOUT  
 

What’s On in Shepton Mallet  
Every Friday  Weekly Friday Market  

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Join Shepton Mallet Town Council and Collett Park Cafe at Collett Park on the 
4th April, 11am – 2pm, for a fun-filled day of Easter Activities! 

 

  Free Easter Egg hunt around the park 

            Lamb and other animal petting 

   Bring your own Easter bonnet and join the Easter Bonnet Parade with 
prizes to be won (13:30) 

       Face painting 

      Free Crafts with prizes to be won 

  

Strawberry Line Volunteer 
The Strawberry line is a traffic free path from the Mendips to the Sea following 
the route of the old Strawberry Line railway. 

Would you like to find out more about how you can help us? Different groups 
of volunteers work on different days on different sections of the line. You can 
become a member of our society or find out all about volunteering on our 
website https://www.thestrawberryline.org.uk 

We are a really friendly group and would welcome any help you could offer. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Mendip Bridleways and Byways Association 

www.mbba.org.uk  Email: generalmbba@gmail.com  

Are you new to this area? Are you a horse rider? Would you like to know where 
you can ride safely along green lanes and bridle paths? MBBA is one of the 
largest, friendliest and most proactive Bridleway Associations in the country. 
We organise Fun Rides, informative talks and events throughout the year. Our 
aim is to protect and preserve the character and status of Mendip’s green 
ways, advertise their existence and to create linking and circular routes for the 
safe use and enjoyment of all users, particularly children. Come and join us!  

Important news. Mead Lane, in North Wootton Parish 

A stretch of this bridlepath close to Redlake Farm has now been cleared and is 
open for horse riders to use. It is only possible to ride as far as the stone culvert 
because the next section which becomes Westholme Lane Track is still blocked 
by blackthorn and cannot be cleared until September when birds have finished 
nesting. 

Horse riders are respectfully requested to respect the landowners land and not 
ride around the large field. Horse riders must stay on the designated bridlepath 
route through the field which follows the course of the river. 

 

Somerset Sight  
We are looking for volunteers across Somerset to work one-to-one with sight 
impaired people. Our befriending service volunteers visit regularly to provide 
companionship and support to people with sigh impairment.  

We offer full training and support, and pay all reasonable out of pocket 
expenses, including mileage.  

If you would like ot know more about joining our friendly team, please contact 
us on 01823 333818 or email: admin@somersetsight.org.uk  

 

 

 

http://www.mbba.org.uk/
mailto:generalmbba@gmail.com
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West Pennard Church of England Primary School     
 

We kicked off Book Week with a visit from renowned 
author Tracey Corderoy, author of the Shifty McGifty 
and Slippery Sam series of books. The children in Year 
R, 1 and 2 all had the chance to have a workshop with 
Tracey, to learn about her work as an author and 
about the inspiration for her books. Each child had 
the opportunity to have a signed book to take away 
with them, to hopefully enthuse them even further 
as readers. Huge thanks to the Wells Festival of 
Literature for facilitating and funding the visit.  

 

Parents and carers were invited into school the 
following day in order to ‘rock up and read’ with 
their children in the school setting. It was lovely to 
see so many be able to come in, around work 
commitments, and help foster a love of reading 
with their children. 

 

 

On World Book Day proper, there was a wide 
variety of hugely creative outfits on show 
across the school. We had everything you could 
imagine. There was such a wide-variety of 
creative and inspired costumes. I made use of 
two orange swimming pool noodles, orange 
gloves, an orange top and blue bowler hat to 
become Mr Tickle. A great many thanks to the 
amazing Mrs Pinsent for organising the day and 
all of the activities and opportunities given to 

the children 
through the 
week. 

    

 

 



 Our Year R and Year 1 children visited Millfield for a Gruffalo sports session. It 
was a lovely opportunity for the children, provided and organised by Millfield 
students. There were a number of Gruffalo-themed sporting activities and 
challenges for the children to take part in and even a chance to meet the 
Gruffalo himself! Thank you so much to the staff and students at Millfield for 
inviting us. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reading focus was brought into the classrooms with some really rich 
learning experiences linked to World Book Day and reading in general.  

In late February, I attended the licensing of The Reverend James Sharp as the 
new Priest-in-Charge of the United Benefice of Pilton, Croscombe, North 
Wootton, Ditcheat with Alhampton, East Pennard and Pylle. We really look 



forward to welcoming Rev’d Sharp to the school and strengthening our links 
with the community.  

Best Wishes 

 

Tony Wheat 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parishes of Pilton, Croscombe, and North Wootton 
Priest-in-charge Revd James Sharp 01749 59771/ 07448 681 499  

revjamessharp@gmail.com 

Reader Susan Green 01749 890524 

PILTON PARISH CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 

Churchwardens 
Mr Paul Warry  01749 890434 

Mrs Wendy Bower 07967 663 993 

PCC Treasurer Mr Paul Warry 01749 890434 

PCC Secretary Mrs Jayne Sims 01749 890350 

PILTON METHODIST CHURCH 
Minister  Rev Andrew Prout  

 
16 Acacia Drive, Frome BA11 2TS 
01373 301092 
andrew.prout@methodist.org.uk 

Chapel 
Stewards 

Gordon Taylor 07388 123824 

 Mrs Deborah 
Towner 

01749 342614 

Secretary Mrs Deborah 
Towner 

01749 342614 

Steward  Fiona Case 01749 899125 

CROSCOMBE PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN 
www.stmaryscroscombechurch.org 

Churchwarden 
PCC Treasurer 

Mr Terry McCarthy 01749 345139 

PCC Secretary Mrs Janet Dowding 01749 330725 

CROSCOMBE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 
Pastor Jeremy Tremeer 07956 627233 

Elder Mr Simon Hawkins 07958 656705 

Treasurer Ms Yolan Search 01749 34285 

NORTH WOOTTON PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER 
Churchwardens Christine Raphael 01749 890310 

 Mr Alistair Bovey 01749 707017 

PCC Treasurer Mr Jeffrey Macklin 01749 890210 

PCC Secretary Elizabeth Lester 01749 899559 

Editor, North 
Wootton News 

Mr Steve Ruddock 01749 890045 

http://www.stmaryscroscombechurch.org/


 
REVD JAMES SHARP  
I have now had my first month in our proposed new benefice of parishes and 
have met many, many people. Some names have lodged in my brain, those 
that haven’t please bear with! 
Andi and I have been made to feel so welcome, as have Brooke our daughter 
and her wife Mollie, and Maddy our daughter from Brighton. Our London son, 
Connor, and his physio-fiancé Emmie have promised to put in an appearance 
at some stage but we’re not holding our breath! It’s been a lovely time of year 
to move up to Somerset – on each Sunday I have been greeted with daffodils 
and bells, smiley faces and willing hearts. 
We’ve enjoyed the hospitality of a number of hostelries, homes and coffee 
shops and have hosted a few chats and meetings at our temporary rectory in 
Ditcheat, ahead of our eventual move to Pilton. As you know better than I, the 
proposed new benefice, (taking in the two original Benefices of Pilton, 
Croscombe & North Wootton and The Fosse Trinity Benefice) is a big area, with 
diverse and distinct communities, seven churches and all manner of 
community activities. 
To save me from spreading myself too thinly, I need your help. I should like to 
know who is vulnerable and would appreciate a visit, I should like to meet 
people at community activities and Andi and I nearly always respond well to 
invitations of coffee and cake, dips and nibbles! Friday is our day off together, 
although this is flexible in matters of life and death of course. 
On Sunday 31st May we are having what we are calling a Vision Day. I need to 
hear from church goers, community people, local business owners, families, 
health visitors, community nurses, trustees and anyone in-between (especially 
if you feel like you haven’t got anything unique to contribute) as to what the 
needs are in our villages and how the church can come alongside and help 
those who are meeting these needs. 
The Vision Day will start with a community service at St John’s Pilton at 
10.30am, followed by a simple finger buffet lunch then some workshops, 
finishing at 3.30pm. I am hoping we can celebrate what is already being done 
brilliantly and then look seriously at where there may be gaps. 
Whether or not you’re a ‘churchy’ person, I’d love you to join us. Our nation’s 
institutions – whilst undeniably creaking in places – were nearly all established 
on the Judeo-Christian principles of attending to the needs of the vulnerable, 
treating others as we’d want to be treated, the charity of loving kindness and 
what we might call community building. Add into that the very necessary 



Christian value of joyous celebration and eating and drinking together, you will 
get the gist of what my priorities are. 
With love and peace, 

 
 
 
 
 

Rev James Sharp Priest-in-charge of: Croscombe, Ditcheat with Alhampton, 
East Pennard, North Wootton, Pilton and Pylle 
revjamessharp@gmail.com 
01749 597171 07448 681499 
 
 

BIBLE READINGS 
5th April   Acts 10: 34-43  John 20: 1-18 
12th April   Acts 2: 14a, 22-32 John 20: 19-31  
19th April  Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 Luke 24: 13-35  
26th April   Acts 2: 42-47  John 10: 1-10 
 

 
Sunday 5th April Easter Day 

11.15am First service of Revd James Sharp 
at St John the Baptist’s Church, Pilton 

 

 
PILTON CHURCHES WORKING TOGETHER 
Our service this month will be held in the Parish Church at 11.00am on Sunday 
19th April. Members of the community will be sharing contributions about 
Spring and the glories of this beautiful season. Do come along and join in this 
informal service.  

 
PUZZLING QUESTIONS will meet on Tuesday April 7th at 2.30pm in The 

New Room Coffee Shop at Pilton Methodist Church. Everyone is very welcome 
to join this informal Discussion Group. 
 

 



ABOUT PEOPLE 
We are sad to report the death of Lin Rowsell of Pilton. Her funeral service was 
held in Pilton Parish Church on 5th March and was followed by burial in Pilton 
Burial Ground. 
We send our loving sympathy to her family and close friends.    
 
We are sad to announce the passing of Mary Speed, formerly of Little Crapnell 
Farm, Dinder on February 11th 2026 aged 90. 
 

ONLINE SERVICES 
A weekly service with hymns and a sermon is available from the Church of 
England website. 
Please Google: CofE online services, 
Click on weekly service. There is no need to sign up. 
Scroll down and click on the picture for the service. 
 

PILTON METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES 
 
Chapel Services begin at 10.30am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARISH CHURCH SERVICES 
April 2026 
 
Holy Week 30th, 31st March and 1st April  
7.30pm  Compline    North Wotton 
 
2nd April Maundy Thursday 

7.00pm  Benefice Holy Communion   Croscombe 

  

3rd April Good Friday 

12.00pm Good Friday Service   North Wootton 

2.00pm  Good Friday Service   Pylle 

 

5th April  Easter Day 

9.30am  Holy Communion   East Pennard 

11.00am  Holy Communion   Croscombe  

11.15am Holy Communion   Pilton 

 
12th April Easter 2 
 9.30am Holy Communion   Pilton 
10.00am Holy Communion   Ditcheat 
11.00am Morning Service    Croscombe 
11.00am Morning Service    North Wootton 
 
19th April Easter 3 
 9.30am Holy Communion   North Wootton    
10.00am Holy Communion    East Pennard 
11.00am PCWT Service at the Parish Church Pilton 
 
26th April   Easter 4   
 9.30am Morning Service   Pilton 
10.00am Holy Communion   Alhampton 
11.00am Holy Communion   Croscombe 
11.00am Morning Service   North Wootton 
           
 3rd May Easter 5 
10.30am Benefice Holy Communion  North Wootton  


